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ABSTRACT

The paper examined how revitalization of agriculture can facilitate economic growth and, by implication,
achieve sustainable development in Nigeria. The study used literature review/secondary data and it found that
while Nigeria has neglected agriculture in favour of petroleum as a mainstay of the national economy from the
1960s to date, the relevance of agriculture to human existence can never be downplayed by any economic
resource. This is why the country is presently in economic recession and other macro economic problems, such
as inflation, high rate of poverty, devaluation Naira currency in the foreign exchange (rate) and unemployment
are on the increase. The study therefore concluded that Nigeria’s development hinges on revitalization of
agriculture which will hopefully perform better in enhancing sustainable development. This is because
agriculture is not only a source of food and fibre but also catalyst for industrial development because it provides
for raw materials, satisfies internal markets and promotes export earnings. The paper concluded that to diversify
the Nigerian economy, the agricultural sector has to be revitalised by giving the sector a deserved attention.
There shall also be adequate support for small scale farmers, and modernising the overall agricultural practices
for both small-scale and large-scale farmers in Nigeria.
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INTRODUCTION the proportion of crude oil in total export was about
Agriculture is a sector that stands the test of time 15.2% in the 1964 and its share of GDP was about 36.
from time immemorial to the unforeseeable future in In 1983 crude oil contributed 17.5% of the nation’s
all civilizations. Agriculture is not only a source of = GDP and accounted for over 80% of the country’s
food and fibre, it is also a major informal sector that foreign exchange. The sudden wealth brought by oil
can enhance economic development as the most led to many social dislocations in the economy
viable means for economic diversification. Taking (Mukhtar et al. 2014, as cited in Mukhtar & Mukhtar,
agriculture as an alternative strategy to economic 2017).

development is especially helpful to developing

countries of Africa, where the majority of the Nigeria is presently facing economic recession and
population lives in rural settlements and the the problem emanates from negligence of agriculture
agriculture constitute the mainstay of their economy. and oil and gas industry is glorified while it is no
Neglecting agriculture and sole reliance on other longer dear and high priced in the global market. This
resource such as oil is not the best policy. The current implies that agriculture must be revitalized in order to
socio-economic crises in Nigeria and other oil rich effectively fight the recession, achieve sustainable
counterparts across the globe, is an indication that development by  overcoming the  various
agriculture remains a reliable source for sustainable developmental challenges in the country, such as
development as it is for other developing countries poverty, unemployment, and currency devaluation. In

(Mukhtar & Mukhtar, 2017). other words, Nigerian economic quagmire can be

tackled through modernizing the agricultural practice
From its independence in the 1960 to the 1080s, from traditional subsistence to a more sophisticated
Nigeria relied largely on the agriculture as it derived system to be in line with the modern world economy.
its export earnings from cocoa, groundnut, rubber, This can also translate to the fact the competitive

palm produce, cotton, millet, etc. Crude oil then advantage of the agricultural produce from Nigeria
contributed a negligible percentage of export earnings with rise above other competitors because the country
(Mukhtar, Mukhtar, & Abdullahi, 2014). Agriculture has all the necessary resources-land, water, and solar
contributed 59.2% of Nigeria’s GDP in the 1964- energies. With these, the country would only require
1965 fiscal years. In 1964, agricultural sector also the modern agricultural technology for the agriculture
contributed over 80% of export earnings. In contrast, sector to play an important role diversifying Nigeria’s
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economy, and by implication achieve economic
development (Mukhtar & Mukhtar, 2017).

In view of this background, this paper is set to
discuss how revitalization of agriculture can facilitate
economic diversification and, by implication achieve
sustainable development in Nigeria.

Conceptual Issues: Agriculture, Economic
Diversification, Sustainable Development

This section deals with the conceptualization of key
terms: agriculture, development,  economic
development, and  economic  diversification.
Agriculture is defined differently. Bareja (2014)
defined agriculture as the art and science of growing
plants and other crops as well as raising animals for
food and other human needs, or economic gain. In
addition to incorporating economic gain (a pivot to
economic diversification and economic development),
the above definition describes agriculture as both an
art and a science. This, according to Bareja (2014), is
because the agricultural practice needs skills and it is
founded on scientifically verified facts. The words
“growing” and “raising” signify that the agriculture
has two broad divisions: plant or crop production and
animal or livestock production. The ultimate purpose
of agriculture is to produce food, while other human
needs, such as clothing, medicines, shelter, and
economic profits are attained.

According to Sharma (2013, as cited in Mukhtar ef al.
2014), the major agricultural products can be broadly
grouped into foods, fibres, fuels and raw materials. In
the 21st Century, plants have been used to grow
biofuels, biopharmaceuticals, bioplastics and
pharmaceuticals. Specifics foods include cereals,
vegetables, fruits, and meat. Fibres include cotton,
wool, hmp, silk and flux. Raw materials include
lumber and bamboo. Biofuels include methane from
biomass, ethanol, and biodiesel; cut flowers, nursery
plants, tropical fish and birds for the pet trade and
some of the ornamental products.

Economic diversification is generally taken as the
process in which a growing range of economic output
is produced. As is the concern of the paper, economic
diversification also refers to the diversification of
markets for exports or diversification of income
sources away from domestic activities (UNFCCC,
2009). It could therefore be said that modifying the
Nigerian agriculture sector into a modern one can
promote the quality and quantity of the products and
can  attract global market.  Consequently,
revitalization of agriculture will serve as a catalyst for
economic diversification.

Sustainable development will best be understood if
the concept of development is clarified. Mukhtar et al.
(2014: 421) defined development as the “modification
in one or all social institution(s): economy, politics,
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education, family, etc”. Sustainable development, on
the other hand is the attainment of development by
promoting the wellbeing of the present generation
without endangering the future. Sustainable
development puts into consideration the present
conditions of people as well as not compromising
those that come later. Therefore, the concept of
sustainable national development remains the modern
parameter of measuring development (Boyi, 2013).
The concept of sustainability focuses on achieving
human well-being and quality of life, pursued
through the maintenance, care and equitable use of
natural and cultural resources. Terminology around
sustainability is by necessity extremely complex and
highly contested, with definitions varying according
to context and perspective (Ryan, 2011). The
UNESCO-led Decade of Education for Sustainable
Development initiative (2005-2014) provided a broad
framework for the educational dimensions of the
review (Isa & Mukhtar, 2017).

Theoretical Framework

There are ample theories that can be used to explain
agriculture as a catalyst for economic diversification
in Nigeria, but the paper will take the dimension of
rural sociological theories. For the purpose of the
paper, therefore, modernization and dependency
theories will be reviewed and be related to the
variables under investigation: agriculture, economic
diversification and economic development. Most
Western scholars claimed that Africa’s development
had to pass through distinct stages, following the
same path and pattern as that of the West. This
insinuation is evident in the Rostow’s (in Banuri &
Wider, 1987) theory of stages of economic growth,
which identifies the stages of economic growth as
follows:

(1) Primitive society: The stage is characterized by
subsistence farming and barter trade; (2) Preparation
for take-off: the characteristics of the stage are;
specialization, production of surplus goods and trade.
Transport infrastructure is developed to support trade.
The stage encourages savings and investment; (3)
Take-off: at this stage industrialization increases and
the economy switches from agriculture to
manufacturing; (4) Drive to maturity: At this stage
the economy diversifies into new areas and there is
less reliance on imports; and the last stage being (5)
Period of mass consumption: at which the economy
gears on mass production and service sector becomes
increasingly dominating.

The modernization theories are relevant for
explaining how revitalizing or modernizing
agricultural ~ practice can  foster = economic

diversification and growth in Nigeria. Using the
theories, we can understand how third world
countries have implement the advocacy for modern
agric practice, such as sustainable agriculture,
application of genetic engineering and modern tools



or sophisticated machines in producing, processing,
storing and distributing food and fibre. This is
possible through the role of other technologically
advanced countries and international organizations,
such as International Fund for Agricultural
Development (IFAD), United Kingdom’s DFID
(Department for International Development) and
USAID (United State Agency for International
Development), have been introduced to render
foreign aids to the Third World countries.

Despite its relevance, the modernization theories
have been criticized for some flaws. First of all, the
theories see some societies as inferior, especially
developing countries of Africa, Asia and the Latin
America; while other countries are seen as superior,
such as USA, and other European countries. Thus,
the theories are regarded as ethnocentric. Banuri &
Wider (1987) also explained why the theories are in
crises since 1980s. The first obvious reason is the
extremely uneven record of development; the
persistent poverty amid increasing affluence, the
increase in unemployment despite expanding
production, and, in general, the failure in
ameliorating the condition of people in the poorest
countries of Africa and Asia.

In view of the above flaws of the modernization
theories on the developmental challenges of less
developed countries, such as Nigeria, dependency
theorists provided an alternative explanation of the
development. These scholars have directly challenged
the submission of the modernization theories
(Shuurman, 2010). Dependency theory essentially
argued that the global pattern of Western-dominated
development had served to keep the poor world poor,
rather than serving to aid its accelerated development.
Dependency theory thereby represented an almost
complete rebuttal of classical and neo-classical
economic approaches to the challenges of
development, based on the spread of the Western
model (Potter, 2010b). In the context of this study,
the dependency theorists could argue that economic
retrogression of the developing nations of to the
impoverishment of the Third World by the West.
Indeed, the dependency theorists see virtually all
sufferings of less developed nations as consequences
of unequal power relationship between the developed
and underdeveloped countries.

Using the dependency theories, the paper sees
economic backwardness of Nigeria, including the
present economic recession, as an outcome of
exploitative relationship with the world superpowers,
such as USA, UK, France, China and Japan. In fact,
the exploitative relationship is evident in Nigeria’s
business relationship with other developing nations
like Thailand and India who were the major importers
of rice to Nigeria prior to the present “rice
revolution” in the country. This is because Nigeria
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relied on the Thai and Indian rice and failed to grow
it on its fertile and large land. As a result, the country
has been sending billions of Dollars to those
countries on something they can produce and serve
both internal market at cheaper rate and send the
surplus to external markets.

While the dependency theories are sympathetic to,
and offered explanations on the plight of, developing
countries like Nigeria they are also criticized for
being less scientific. For Schuurman (2010), although
dependency theory could certainly not be accused of
an  over-optimistic ~ view  concerning  the
developmental potentials of developing countries, it
could not really account for the growing difference
between Third World countries, nor were the
developmental experiences of so-called socialist
countries particularly enviable.

Agricultural Revitalization, Economic
Diversification and Sustainable Development in
Nigeria

Agriculture has been playing a central role since the
English Agricultural Revolution which paved the way
for the Industrial Revolution. This process is still
applicable today, especially in the poor countries of
Africa, Nigeria inclusive. It is unlikely therefore, that
any nation will be able to jump this vital stage of
development. As the economy of a nation develops,
the role of agriculture will evolve. It will, however,
continue to be important at every stage in a society;
as it is for both rich and poor nations. In developing
ones it is almost always the foundation and backbone
of the economy since most people rely on it for food
and employment. In the richer industrialized ones, the
quality of life depends on the forms of agriculture in
practice, in terms of health and nutrition, clean air
and water, and the protection of nature (Rukuni,
2000).

For the whole of Africa, agriculture is regarded as a
catalyst for economic prosperity and survival because
majority of the people of the continent live in rural
areas. Africa’s position in the world is changing and
will continue to evolve if agriculture is taken serious.
With new development and commercial partners like
China and India, recent discoveries of additional
natural resources, and millions of young people
entering the labor force, Africa has the opportunity to
take charge of its own development path. Despite
these opportunities, African countries still face
several challenges to sustainable growth and
development (Foresight Africa, 2014).

Agriculture is important in economic development
because it will provide a dependable source of
national income in terms of revenue generation by
local and  foreign  markets. Agricultural
transformation is high on the agenda for African
countries. In fact, agriculture is expected to be a



major priority for the July 2014 summit of the
African Union. This interest is building on a mood of
economic optimism with the International Monetary
Fund estimating that Africa’s growth rate will rise to
5.4 percent in 2013 and 5.7 percent in 2014, whereas
the global growth rate is expected to average only 3.3
percent in 2013 (IMF 2013, in Juma & Gordon,
2014).

Agriculture is a global necessity, but is not taken
serious in areas that supposed to be agriculture
oriented. Bage (2006) contends that agricultural
development makes a critical contribution to overall
economic growth in many developing countries. As
farmers’ incomes rise, so does their demand both for
farm inputs and services, and for non-farm goods.
Increased agricultural production also leads to
increased demand for processing facilities. For Bage
(2006), figures from the International Food Policy
Research Institute show the multiplier effect of
agricultural growth in Africa. Estimates range from
an additional $0.60 in non-agricultural income in
Niger for every $1 increase in farm income, to a near
doubling effect in Burkina Faso of $1.88 in additional
income outside the sector for every $1 increase in
agricultural income. Agriculture in sub-Saharan
Africa, indeed, generates at least 30 per cent of GDP,
40 per cent of exports and over 70 per cent of
employment (Bage, 2006: 4).

Although agriculture remains the most important
livelihood of the rural poor, agriculture can help both
rural and urban population to diversify their income-
generating activities by stimulating engagement in
value addition to agricultural products and in non-
farm production and services, which provide
additional income opportunities and reduce
household risk. In addition, government can also tap
with the agricultural economy in its goal for
economic diversification. For example, the Nigerian
government has pledged to revolutionize the rice
production in the country in order to satisfy local
market and export the surplus. In some state
governments, such as Jigawa State, the governors
have demonstrated such efforts, as the Governor
signed an agreement with Dangote Group of
Companies for growing of exotic rice breeds locally
in collaboration with local farmers. If this project
comes to fruition, the State will certainly witness the
benefit of agriculture in economic diversification and
soon other State governments and even Federal
Republic of Nigeria followed suit through cluster
farming.

Revitalization of agriculture will allow people to
move from subsistence and food security activities to
improved, diversified and sustainable livelihoods. It
allows people to graduate from subsistence and food
security activities to improved, diversified and
sustainable livelihoods (REED, 2003). As observed
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by FAO (2006), non-farm rural enterprise 1is
seemingly dependent on household composition,
education and skills levels, access to finance,
infrastructure and social capital. But such
interrelationships are complex and there are also
strong correlations between their growth, government
policies, income levels and the performance of
agriculture itself. One can envisage the essential
complementary role that rural development will have
in providing alternative employment as inevitable
restructuring and rationalization take place.

Policy Implications

There are many strategies to be employed in order to
improve agriculture in Nigeria. Perhaps the most
important element of variation across labor forces is
the spread between rural and urban areas, even
though all economies in the region are urbanizing
(McArthur, 2014). While a staggering 75 per cent of
the world’s poor live in rural areas, harnessing the
productivity and entrepreneurial potential of rural
communities is indispensable in the effort to achieve
resilient economic growth that can raise people above
the poverty line, especially in Nigeria. Most rural
inhabitants depend for their livelihood on small-scale
food-crop agriculture, fishery, pastoral animal
husbandry, wage labor on plantations and ranches, or
ancillary activities linked to rural townships.
However, increasingly smaller parcels of land, low
agricultural productivity, volatile weather conditions
and soil erosion compel many rural families to seek
additional sources of income (UNIDO, 2013).

For the fact that, the agriculture in Nigeria is run by
small scale farmers, the government shall intensify
extension programs in order to educate the farmers on
how engage in modern agricultural marketing and
more profits out of the products so that agriculture
will no longer be regarded as something demanding
physical effort with little gain. Most importantly, our
rural and mixed economies need an African green
revolution to boost staple crop productivity. At a
practical level, this requires scaled support for
irrigation, modern variety seeds and fertilizer in line
with Asia’s 20th century successes (McArthur,
2014).Biotechnology on its own will have little
impact unless it is viewed in the context of system-
wide improvements in agriculture. Now is the time
for African governments to capitalize on the renewed
interest in agriculture and invest in infrastructure,
higher technical training and creation of larger
markets (Juma & Gordon, 2014).

As part of the strategies for improving agriculture in
Nigeria, there should be sincere effort involving
women and youths in the project because they have
significant role to play promoting agricultural
economy of a nation. There are specific agricultural
businesses that fit women, such as fish and poultry
farming. Four case studies provided strong support



for the importance of both agriculture and enterprise
skills training. In common with many rural
smallholders, one of the main challenges for the
women interviewed was the seasonal nature of
agriculture, and the fact that it is inherently risky.
Poor rainfall and disease has an impact every year in
many of the villages we visited. By engaging in small
enterprise development, the women were able to
enhance their income levels, ensure that income was
available throughout the year and undertake
production that often could be done within the home
or in their spare time (Collett & Gale, 2009).

Advisers may also help producers and groups to
reflect on long standing problems and consider their
strengths, weaknesses, opportunities, threats, short
and long term objectives, activities, membership
agreements and operational procedures. Specially
trained organizers living in project arecas might also
encourage producers and rural communities to further
develop group decision-making and self-reliance
skills (FAO, 2006). In line with the above, Collett &
Gale (2009) also gave four case study organizations
about how enterprise training is used to support
technical agricultural training in four different
contexts. From the finding, it was reported that some
rural farmers expressed a need for training in
financial management, marketing and access to
markets, financial services, diversification and new
markets, business and project plan preparation,
preparation for approaches to a financial institution,
and negotiation skills.

Another important strategy to be adopted in
revitalizing agriculture in Nigeria is establishing
cooperative societies while relating with rural farmers,
such as giving loans and in the process of buying and
selling of agricultural products. Rural organizations
are essential mechanisms for promoting rural
development and sustainable rural livelihoods. A
major component of FAO’s rural development
strategy therefore aims at building and strengthening
the organizational and business capacities of small
farmer/rural  producer organizations, including
informal groups, associations and registered
agricultural co-operatives (FAO, 2009

The transformation of agriculture in Nigeria requires
a shift from the highly diversified, subsistence-
oriented farming activity towards a more
commercially-oriented agriculture with improved
access to markets and agro-industry. This involves
the use of modern technology in production, such as
assigning machines rather than humans or animals in
cultivation of land, seedling, harrowing and reaping
of crops, for efficiency. It also involves a greater
reliance on input and output markets and increased
integration of agriculture with other sectors of the
domestic and international economies. It also
involves a more efficient and balanced use of
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indigenous knowledge and “modern” scientific
knowledge (Agriculture and Rural Development
Sector Bank Group Policy, 2000).

There is urgent need for massive increases in
investment for energy and transport. The energy is
needed for processing raw agricultural products into
finished goods, because agriculture shall not be
reduced to production raw materials. The
transportation is needed for movement of goods and
services, but it is unfortunate that most the roads are
replete with potholes, and some roads are not suitable
for commercial transportation because there are many
security threats, as well as the risk of damages of
vehicles or even risks of rotten of raw materials. In
line with this observation Agriculture and Rural
Development Sector Bank Group Policy (2000)
suggested that, provision of rural infrastructure will
facilitate and ensure the sustainability of rural
economies. This will include, for example: road
networks, water storage and delivery systems for
potable water supply and irrigated agriculture, rural
electrification, and structures to facilitate the cost-
effective delivery of complementary social services
in order to minimize rural-urban migration and retain
skilled human capital for development of the rural
economies of the country.

CONCLUSION

The paper examined revitalization of agriculture can
facilitate economic diversification and help Nigeria to
achieve sustainable development. In conclusion,
agriculture is an important economic base world over
and no country can develop if it cannot sustain itself
through food security. In addition, agriculture
generates income and employment to the vast
majority of population in Nigeria; it is the viable
medium for investments, and a source of foreign
exchange earnings. In conclusion, the paper suggests
that achieving economic development in Nigeria
requires new scheme for economic diversification. To
revitalize the agriculture sector in Nigeria, there is
therefore the need for a shift from subsistence-
oriented farming activity to a more commercially-
oriented and highly diversified agriculture with
improved access to markets and agro-industry. This
involves the use of modern technology in production,
such as assigning machines rather than humans or
animals in cultivation of land, seedling, harrowing
and reaping of crops, for efficiency. In addition, a
concerted effort of both donors and other countries is
needed to build grassroots institutions that are
sustainable and equipped over time to engender and
support a process of modernization and
transformation of agriculture and rural economies.
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