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Abstract

This study examined personal variables as predictors of job commitment of Bankers in Benin City. The
researcher adopted the ex post facto research design for the study. A sample size of five hundred and six (502)
bankers representing 29% of the population was drawn from banks in the study area using the proportionate
random sampling technique. Organisational Commitment Scale were adopted for the study. The Cronbach
reliability alphas for the scale is 0.75 for Organisational Commitment Scale. The research questions one was

descriptively analyzed using mean (i)and standard deviation (S.D) while the hypotheses were tested using the

binary logistic regression (BLR). The entire hypotheses were tested at 0.05 level of significance. Result of the
study showed that personal variables —sex, age and educational qualification had significant influence on job
commitment of bankers in Benin City (p<0.05). The male bankers had 5.23 times higher likelihood of being
committed to their jobs than their female contemporaries. The young bankers had higher likelihood of being
committed to their jobs than old and older bankers while the moderately and highly qualified bankers had higher
likelihood of about 4 and Stimes more chances of being more committed to their jobs than their equals who have
low educational qualifications. Arising from the findings, it was recommended that bank managers should
always try to encourage their subordinates by making the organizational climate conducive for them to work.
This can be done by giving bankers the needed moral and financial supports such as showing some confidence
in those they manages, and making themselves more approachable in times of challenges.
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INTRODUCTION national goals, if indeed they appear at all. However,
Existing literatures are mainly concentrated on the the marginalization of the humanities must be
practical utility value of STEM (i.e. Science, remedied because no knowledge-led development
Technology, Engineering, and Mathematics) strategy can succeed without a solid core of

disciplines. The reason for this is that STEM are humanistic understanding and humane values
considered as the mainstay of national development (Kreager, 2013:1-13).
and nation-building. Then, science advances and

inventions have continued to gain more importance; Kalai (2016) opines that the development of any
and have significantly influence the demand for  nation often attracts the attention of scholars and
technical skills and skill-based learning. Whereas, practitioners of all disciplines. Also, he underscores

little or no attention is given to the development of  the fact that education is a cardinal and fundamental
the Humanities despite the fact that they are tending component towards speeding up a nation’s
towards extinction. Governments, Administrators and development process. According to him, without a

Policy Makers across the nations are now investing functional educational system, sustainable
more in science, engineering and technology development would remain as a myth (Kalai, 2016:4).
programmes. In view of this development, the Therefore, education is a major contributor to all-
researcher noticed that a scholarly gab has already round rebirth of every society across the world be it,
been created, and it requires intellectual attention. technological advancement, socio-economic

Therefore, this study takes up the task to examine the development, religio-cultural revival, military
challenges, value-oriented goals and capacity ingenuity, administrative effectiveness and efficiency.
building opportunities in the humanities in order to In view of this development, many nations have
establish the important and urgent need to refocus resorted to improving knowledge of what shapes their

attention on capacity building opportunities in the education outcomes and results with a view to
Humanities. The paper title is quite relevant, apposite understanding how to reinforce the linkages of the
and timely for discussion. This is because it has education system with the labour market. However, it
become a general phenomenon that the humanities is important to note that development acts of

consistently appear at the bottom-line of any list of = governance do not entail the buying of technology
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or the expectation of transfer of technological
knowledge; but it involves the creation by the people
themselves, of technology needed for their own
developments. Obasanjo and Mabogunje, (2012)
starkly avers that the concept development entails
technological creativity, the possession of the right
kind of organizational skill, access to information,
knowledge and understanding. Thus, the foundation
of the above factors definitely hinges on education;
theoretically and practically education equips the
society to foster development. Nevertheless, as such,
this development needs to be stimulated, explored
and exploited in line with the significance of the
behavioral sciences and humanities. Human capital
development should be recognized as a driving force
and most viable tool for economic and social
development in the society (Obasanjo and Mabogunje
2012, cited in Kalai 2016:4-5).

On the other hand, many governments nationally and
internationally place stronger emphasis on science
and technology as the fulcrum of socio-economic
development of their countries, particularly Nigeria.
Along this line, LeBossiere (2013) reveals that there
is a strong perception that the disciplines in the
humanities  have little tangible impacts on the
society (LeBossiere, 2013 in British Council,2014).
The Higher Education Opportunity Act (2008) also
corroborates the above assertion that, arts and

humanities are seen to be characterized by
contestation about theories of knowledge, key
concepts, causation, interpretation and

understanding (HEOA, 2008 ) . Besides, British
Council (2014) openly submits that an education in
the humanities has no practical use in the modern
workplace (British Council, 2014:!-44). It is quite
unfortunate that modern day students are going down
the path through a curriculum that will be
immediately useful for them to earn a living.
Informed by the above insinuations, Paxson (2013)
thereby observes that the preference between sciences
and humanities in many Tertiary Institutions cannot
be over emphasized. The situation in Nigeria is not
different. For instance, funding for humanities studies
is often challenged, and it receives nowhere near the
amount of funding that the technical and scientific
studies receive. The same thing applies to Nigeria
University Admission Quota with the ratio 60% for
science and technical disciplines against 40% for
Arts/Humanities and Social sciences. It is somehow
worrisome that Governments now focused on funding
Education that can only practically support
economic development of the society. Now, there has
been a strong link between government funding and
the science disciplines at the detriment of the
humanities (Paxson,2013 in British Council 2014 ).

This research, therefore, concentrates on embracing
capacity building opportunities in the Humanities in
the modern day dispensation with particular reference
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to Nigeria. For a detailed study, this study focuses on
Nigeria. Apart from the fact that the choice of Nigeria
allows in-depth study, it also helps to avoid
overgeneralization. It is believed that the findings
emanating from the research will serve as a model for
other parts of African countries having similar
problem of giving little or no attention to the
Humanities. Nigeria has been selected among many
other African countries. This is not discrimination but
a necessity for in-depth study, the same argument
applies to Uganda, Kenya, South Africa, Ghana
among others. Any issue left untouched by this
present study could be studied by other researchers,
and the model provided now will help to enhance
future studies. In the course of carrying out this
research, there were some constraints encountered by
the researcher. Initially, the researcher desired to
utilize questionnaire method with a view to
embarking on empirical sociological investigation
and subject it to analysis and interpretation with
simple percentages. However, tension-parked
situation created by the terrorists and kidnapping
syndrome plus time limit for this work definitely
serve as  constraints for us. There are fear and
psychological trauma everywhere to move freely to
administer pieces of questionnaire across the States in
Nigeria.

Nevertheless, the researcher endeavored to use
secondary sources for the collection of data. The
aforementioned limitations, notwithstanding, the bulk
of secondary sources were obtained through the use
of theoretical model which involves  the use of
libraries. As secondary sources of data gathering,
abundant use of documented sources such as
published text books, journal articles, newspapers,
internet materials and so forth were used. This
implies the critical analysis and application of the
various information received from these documents
to the research as well as drawing of inferences from
them in the work. This study adopts a descriptive
survey design. The work discusses the role of
education in strengthening society as a capacity
building for religio-cultural, socio-political, economic
and technological developments of humanity.
Conceptual clarifications of some of the key terms
are explicated in order to set the bearing right and to
forestall for unnecessary ambiguity. The paper
explores controversy and debate on humanities as
advanced by scholars; and identifies some challenges
confronting the humanities. More importantly, the
intrinsic values of humanities in areas like: cultural
revival, literary appreciation, socio-economic values,
and global engagements are discussed. Then, steps
towards embracing capacity building in the
humanities are clearly spelt out and discussed. The
work concludes by recommending strategies for
reinforcing and re-invigorating the teaching of the
Humanities in the Universities.
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Conceptual Clarifications

The Concept Capacity Building and Its
Dimensions: Stig Enemark (2003) submits that the
term capacity building has different meanings and
interpretations, depending on who wuses it and in
what context. The concept capacity building is
closely related to education, training and human
resource development, but the concept has changed
over recent years towards a broader and more holistic
view, covering both institutional and country base
initiatives (Stig Enemark, 2003:3-4). However, it can
be argued that even if the key focus is on education
and training, capacity building measures it should
also include assessment in a  wider context of
embracing all disciplines. The concept capacity
building can be viewed in a wider perspective to
include the ways and means by which the overall
goals are humanity and a well-ordered society.
Capacity  building informs development of
institutional infrastructures such as good governance,
decentralization and public participation.

According to UNDP (1998) capacity building is
defined as: ‘The ability of individuals and
organizations or organizational units to perform
functions effectively, efficiently and sustainably’. This
definition has three important aspects: it indicates
that capacity is not a passive state but it is part of a
continuing process; it ensures that human resources
and the way in which they are utilized are central to
capacity development; and that it requires that the
overall context within which organizations undertake
their functions will also be a key consideration in
strategies for capacity development . On the other
hand, capacity is the power of something — a system,
an organization, a person to perform and produce
properly. Capacity development is a concept which is
broader than institutional development since it
includes an emphasis on the overall system,
environment and context within which individuals,
organizations and societies operate and interact (Stig
Enemark, 2003:2-5).

The Organization of Economic Co-operation and
Development (OECD) defines Capacity Development
as: “The process by which individuals, groups,
organizations, institutions and societies increase
their abilities to.: (i) perform core functions, solve
problems, define and achieve objectives; and (ii)
understand and deal with their development needs in
a broad context and in a sustainable manner”,
(OECD, an Intergovernmental Organization founded
in 1961 to stimulate economic progress and world
trade;  https//www.oecd.org). This definition is
adopted by various donors and is fully in line with the

United Nations definition of capacity building above.

In the context of this paper, the study is not deviating
from the above definitions, however, capacity
building , as such, is seen as a development outcome
in itself and distinct from other programme outcomes
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such as technical and professional competence in all
fields of life. Also, the paper rely on measures such
that education and training becomes a means to an
end while the end itself is the capacity to achieve the
identified development objectives over time (Stig
Enemark, 2003:6).

Dimensions of Capacity Building- Capacity issues

can then be addressed at three levels. These levels

relate to application of capacity building in the

society. UNDP (1998) identified the following

dimensions:
i. The Broader System/Societal Level - The
highest level within which capacity
initiatives may be cast is the system or
enabling  environment level. For
development initiatives that are national
in context the system would cover the
entire country or society and all
subcomponents that are involved.

The Entity/Organizational Level- An
entity may be a formal organization
such as government or one of its
departments or agencies, a private
sector operation, or an informal
organization such as a community based
or volunteer  organization.  The
dimension of capacity at the entity level
should include areas such as mission
and strategy, culture and competencies,
processes and resources.

The Group-of-People/Individual Level -
This level addresses the need for
individuals to function efficiently and
effectively within the entity and within
the broader system. Capacity building
therefore should be seen as a
comprehensive methodology aiming to
provide a sustainable outcome through
assessing and addressing a whole range
of relevant issues and their
interrelationships.  (UNDP, 1998:
Capacity Assessment and Development.
Technical Advisory Paper No.3 in Stig
Enemark, 2003:4).

ii.

ii.

Understanding the Concept Humanities: Akalai
(2016) submits that the term ‘Humanities’ includes,
but is not limited to, the study and interpretation of
the following: Language, both modern and classical;
linguistics;  literature;  history;  jurisprudence;
philosophy; archaeology; comparative religion; ethics;
the history, criticism and theory of the arts; those
aspects of social sciences which have humanistic
content and employ humanistic methods; and the
study and application of the humanities to the human
environment with particular attention to reflecting our
diverse heritage, traditions, and history and to the
relevance of the humanities to the current conditions
of national life. (Akalai ,2016: 3-4; National



Foundation on the Arts and the Humanities Act,
1965). For HOM (2013), the humanities include the
study of language, literature, history, jurisprudence,
philosophy, comparative religion, ethics, and the art
are disciplines of memory and imagination, telling us
where we have been, and helping us envision where
we are going (The Heart of the Matter, 2013).

In a similar but different dimension, British Council
(2014) typically distinguishes humanities from the
natural sciences with expression that the humanities
have a significant historical element, in the use of
interpretation of texts and artefacts rather than
experimental and quantitative methods, and in having
an idiographic rather than nomothetic character. The
British Council explains further that the humanities
use methods that are primarily critical, or speculative.
They teach us how people have created their world,
and how they in turn are created by it. Although,
while there are variations in the application of the
word ‘Humanities’, there is a broad level of
agreement as to the types of disciplines that fall into
the humanities. The Humanities include: ancient
languages, archaeology, architecture, classics,
cultural studies, design, economics, film, geography,
history, international relations, law, linguistics,
literature, modern languages, music, philosophy,
politics, psychology, religious studies, sociology,
theology, and visual arts (British Council, 2014).

Development: Ogugua (2007) observes that the
concept development has always been in the mouth
of every person, group, or nation because
development is a datum of life; so it is a function of
life. The truth is that this term is elusive, and this has
made it difficult for scholars to agree on a particular
definition. This term has no univocal definition
(Ogugua, 2007:190). Onyibor (2003) explains that
development involves the ascent of man, the
maturation, growth and creativity of all human
potentials achieved at the lowest possible cost in
sacrificed values and human suffering (Onyibor,
2003:95). It connotes that development has many
sides and it can be conceptualized as an activity, a
process of actualization of potentials or deeds. It is an
act of being capable of self movement, thought and
decisions with a philosophy to organize the process.
The submission of Iroegbu (1994) here sheds more
lights on the conceptualization inter alia that:
Development is the progressive unfolding of the
inner potentialities of a given reality. It is to de-
envelop, that is, to bring out to light, existential,
functional and epistemic, what was enveloped, folded
or hidden (Iroegbu, 1994:81). In addition to the above
submissions, development is a process whereby
thought, idea and effort are integrated and made
whole for the improvement of persons, groups and/ or
the system.
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Challenges Toward Embracing Capacity Building
in The Humanities

Akalai (2016) submits that the debate about the value
of education in the humanities is not a new one.
However, in today’s landscape of higher education
and research in Nigeria as in other African states, the
humanities find themselves in a parlous state. For
instance, studies of literature, history, languages,
cultures, philosophy, the arts, and other humanities
subject have faced hostility by policy makers and
various leaders from the political, social and
economic platform. In a resounding attack on his
country’ higher educational system, Uganda’s
president Yoweri Museveni dismissed arts courses as
useless. He said it was “unfortunate that many
universities continue teaching very useless courses at
degree level rendering their graduates jobless after
graduation (Daily Nation Newspaper in Kenya, 13%
March 2016 in Akalai 2016:7). There is a similar
situation in Nigeria. Awoniyi (2005) equally reports
that in Nigeria in the year 2000-2001, Osun State
Government under Governor Bisi Akande embarked
on mass retrenchment in the State. It was quite
disheartening that the reason for the exercise was that
some subjects under the Humanities in Secondary
and Colleges of Education are not viable. These
subjects are: Christian Religious Studies, Islamic
Studies, Fine Arts, Social Studies, History, Home
Economics, Political science among others (Awoniyi,
2005:165).

Kreager (2013) affirms that the Humanities
consistently appear at the bottom of any list of
national goals, if indeed they appear at all today
(Kreager, 2013: 1-24). It is now clear that the
marginalization of the humanities must be remedied,
because no knowledge-led development strategy can
succeed without a solid core of humanistic
understanding and humane values. Indeed the
humanities play a determining role in producing not
only the right kind of doctor, but also the
entrepreneurs, engineers, and designers that make
economy productive. Humanities, in my view,
provide students with the best opportunities for
learning how to innovate. In the face of limited
resources, administrators and policy makers are urged
to invest more in science, engineering and
technological programs; meanwhile liberal arts
colleges are on their way to becoming an endangered
species (Lowden, Elliot and Lewin, 2011:1-42). In
the Soviet Union and Communist China, a number of
comprehensive Humanities Universities have been
converted into specialized institutes for science and
technology. This, however, did nothing to avert
economic disaster in those economies (Goldin and
Katz, 2008:1-2).

There is need for a revitalized approach to the
teaching of the Humanities as there are real and
tangible benefits of an education in the humanities



that go beyond just the academic knowledge gained
from studying these disciplines. For instance, in the
world of intelligence and foreign policy, historical,
political, and cultural experts are frequently called
upon to help world leaders to understand unfolding
geopolitical situations, the actions available to them,
and the possible outcomes (Archer and Davison,
2010:1-20). Small (2013) sheds more lights by
advancing arguments in support of the value of the
humanities. Her arguments of the value of humanities
study are that humanities disciplines have features
that are distinct from other fields of study, such as:
high tolerance for ambiguity, truth claims based on
coherence and rightness rather than correctness and
validity which are useful in a purely economic sense
and contribute to a well-functioning democracy
(Small,2013 cited in British Council,2014).

Embracing Capacity Building and Promotion of
The Humanities in the Modern Dispensation
Literary Appreciation Core Value of the
Humanities

As already shown, the humanities serve as a strong
mechanism for social, economic and political
transformation. They play a key role in the
development of societies and the human race as a
whole. They are basic component of the broad-based
and lifelong education that should form the basis of
opportunity for all students (Small, 2013). The
disciplines teach essential skills and habits including
critical ~ thinking,  analysis and  effective
communication that are crucial for ensuring that each
individual has the opportunity to learn and become a
productive member of the society. For instance,
disciplines such as History, languages and literature
are an essential part of cultural identity and are
necessary for the functioning of a democratic society
(HEA, 2013). They also form a key element of
secondary education, and provide ways of intellectual
training which can serve graduates in many business
and public service occupations. Artistic disciplines,
including the visual arts and design, architecture,
music, and film enhance the cultural life of society
and contribute to educating the professionals in these
areas. The normative question is: who would write
the future great films and literature if a country
focuses only on the drive to be a technologically
advanced? It is indeed a reality that there are real and
tangible benefits of an education in the humanities
that go beyond just the academic knowledge gained
from studying these disciplines (British Council,
2014).

Economic Value of the Humanities

The economic success of any nation depends on
cultivating a broadly-educated workforce ready to
compete in the knowledge-based global economy of
the 21Ist century. Employers predict that future
economic growth will come from cultural knowledge
and analytical ability paired with technical
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knowledge and scientific research (Phelps and Susan,
2014:1-14). Labor markets do not need only technical
expertise; they require an increasing number of soft
skills, like the ability to think imaginatively, develop
creative solutions to complex challenges, and adapt to
changing circumstances and new constraints. Such
skills can then be applied in professions such as
media, law, business, management of institutions and
politics (National Humanities Alliance, 2014). For
the economic value of the humanities, many scholars
put it forward that the employment rates and earning
potential of graduates cum post-graduates of
humanities programmes are low. However, statistics
published by the Center on Education and the
Workforce at Georgetown University, in the United
States of America demonstrate that unemployment
rates for those with humanities degrees are similar to
those with non-humanities degrees, and that the
average income of a college graduate in the
humanities considerably exceeds that of the average
income of a high school graduate (British Council,
2014). More importantly, a pilot study from the
University of Oxford assessed the long-term career
patterns of humanities graduates to examine the value
of the field beyond academia. The researcher
concluded that graduates of the humanities are
actively engaged in and provide value to the British
economy, particularly through their participation in
the management, media, legal, and finance sectors
(Kreager, 2013:1-24).

The current global financial crisis has posed new
challenges regarding the development paths now
open to Africa, and the nature of external
environment in which this development must take
place. African countries must accept that their
development or lack of it depends not only on the
quality of its leadership, but also on the academic
programs offered in their higher institutions of
learning. Consequently a viable political environment
and a government that is accountable and purposeful
are inseparable from achieving this course. The
experience of some of the new industrializing
countries such as Korea could be very instructive. An
illuminating example reveals from Korea, when the
government is confronted with the challenge of re-
orienting the nation’s education system for
development, government made cuts on expenditure
on other sectors, so as to meet the demands of free
education in the first nine years of schooling. Korea
also ensured that educational programs, especially at
the tertiary level includes skills taught in the
Humanities such as cultural awareness, self-discipline,
critical and analytical thinking, and they are linked
to enhanced productivity (Kalai 2016:6-8).

The above shows that in order to induce rapid
technological advancement within the context of
overall economic development and socio-cultural
milieu of the continent, it is important to create the



necessary enabling environment for promotion of
development (Egbetokun et. al.2007sin AKalai,
2016:3-10). This means that both Humanities and
Science should be accorded equal measures. This is
necessary because of a strong interface between
education and economic development. According to
British Council (2014) report, there is a positive
correlation between the study of humanities and
economic development. The Humanities drive
economic and social innovation, promote ways in
which the economy is managed and developed, and
suggest how individuals can engage and participate in
civil society. The results further show that the
humanities also nurture a host of transferable skills
that are valuable to employers beyond the specific
qualification of an employee. These skills include
cultural awareness, self-discipline, the ability to
create and sustain complex argument and to identify
contextual perspectives, creativity, self-confidence,
international and multicultural perspectives, and oral
and written communication skills. While such skills
are flexible and adaptable. As noted by the British
Academy, many of the most versatile people in the
economy come from the Humanities backgrounds,
not least because the skills of analysis, research and
presentation acquired, can be applied in a wide
variety of non-discipline-specific areas.

Also worthy of mention here is Nussbaum (2010),
she corroborates the above submissions by
underlining the invaluable importance of the
humanities at all levels of education. She attributes
the training of crucial abilities to the study of the
humanities and the arts which include: critical
thinking that transcends local loyalties; approach
world problems and as well imagine sympathetically
the predicament of another person
(Nassbaum,2010:1-179). Jenkins (2003)’s position is
not different; he affirms that most graduates from
the humanities disciplines do not follow predictable
career paths, they demonstrate the wider-skills base
and more flexible potential employees. More
specifically, in the context of innovation, Jenkins
argues that the humanities train a wide range of
professionals, which include: Teachers, Economists,
Lawyers, Play wrights, Journalists, Linguists among
others. Furthermore, these disciplines identify and
analyze religio-ethical, socio-cultural, politico-
economic issues and equally develop appropriate
policy responses in effect. All these do stimulate
economic growth as the graduates engage in self-
driven activities; and such initiatives in the continents
educational system will certainly enhance the
importance of productivity for national development
(Jenkins,2003.in Akalai 2016:2-16).

Sustainability of Cultural
Humanities

Dollar & Svensson (2000) intimates us with the role
of the Humanities in civic knowledge and

Heritage through
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practice.The authors reveal that the humanities
promote reasoned, informed dialogue that is critical
to productive civic life. They equally submit that the
humanities research, teaching, and public programs
promote the cultivation and dissemination of
knowledge about civic institutions, citizen
participation, and the foundations of community.
Also, that humanities promote the understanding of
our common deals, enduring civic values, and shared
cultural heritage (Dollar& Svensson 2000 in Akalai,
2016). The humanities as well promote understanding
among diverse communities through the cultivation
and exchange of knowledge about cultural heritage
and history. It increases the understanding of human
behavior and socio-economic processes. This enables
people to enjoy and appreciate life (Hamilton and
Ipsos, 2013 in Akalai 2016: 11-12). History, for
instance, offers a continuous process of improving
the quality of life of the people as they learn from
their past experiences. Therefore, the content of the
curricular of both formal and informal education
should be configured to be relevant to the people’s
culture.

For instance, Ayandele argues that Nigeria’s cultural
heritage is enviably rich, full of inspiration and
vitality, but its relevance to Nigeria’s political, social
and economic development is minimal. Nigeria’s
cultural diversity remains largely unexplored in her
continued quest for national integration and ceaseless
drive towards nation-building. It is clear that Nigerian
traditional ways of life, her value system and above
all her collective cultural heritage are being
threatened by her attitude of neglect of her best
practices and her adoption of foreign variants.
Nigerians need to know that there is no record in
history of a real nation born out of a cultural womb
alien to it (Ayandele cited in Babawale 2011:2).
Oladeji (2012) identifies some notable
monuments/sites across the country which have been
neglected and left unexploited to yield sustainable
national development in Nigeria. These include:

i. Petroglyphs at Igbaraoke , Ondo-state
declared a National Monument in 19%
March, 1963.

ii. Isaarrun Erigi Ash cave at Isaarun-Erigi via
Igbaraoke, Ondo State.

Ita-Yemeso at Ile-Ife, Osun State declared
a National Monument on 20" May,
1959.

River-Side and Sacred Grove of Oshun at

Oshogbo, in Osun State declared a National

Monument on 5% of August, 1965.

Shrine of Oshun in King’s Market at

Oshogbo in Osun State, declared a National

Monument on 5% August, 1964.

Carved Stone Figure at Igbajo, in Osun-State

declared a National Monument on 5%

August 1964.

iii.

Vi.



vii. Osun Shrine at Afin Ata-Oja, Oshogho in
Osun state, declared a National Monument
on 15" December, 1964.

Sungbo’s Shrine in Ijebu-Ode in Ogun State,
declared a National Monument on 15%
December, 1964.

viii.

ix. Tsoede’s Tomb at Gwagwade in Niger
State.

X. Government House at Zungeru in Niger
State declared National Monument on 13
Februaty, 1962.

xi. Mai Jimina’s House at Mushishi in Niger
State on 13 February, 1962.

xii. Stone Built Causeway at Forot near Bokkos
in Plateau State declared Monument on 16%
Februaty, 1956.

xiii. Stone Built Causeway at Batura near
Bokkos declared Monument on 16%
February, 1956.

xiv. King Jaja’s Statue Opobo in River State
declared Monument on 14™ August, 1959.

xv. An ancient City of Surame in Sokoto State

declared Monument on 15" August, 1964.

It is quite unfortunate that most of all these
monuments have been neglected, which could serve
as Tourist Centers with laudable economic incomes
to the Country. These are humanities oriented
disciplines (Oladeji, 2012:2-3).

The Old Oyo State National Park: This is another
fascinating and worthy scenario in Nigeria regarding
natural and cultural values under the Humanities. The
Old Oyo National Park lies in Oyo State in the
Southwest of Nigeria and borders Kwara State in the
Northeast. According to Oladeji (2012) the Park has
about Fifty (50) natural and cultural features within
and its adjourning communities, which are of
outstanding and aesthetic values locally, nationally
and internationally with little or no recognized
attention. Some of these cultural features are listed
below: Agbaku cave, Mejiro cave, Hand dug well,
Water reservoir, Relics of palace, Akesan market,
BeaconTown hall, Koso royal dynasty, Abandoned
settlement/relics of buildings, Outer defense wall ,
Archeological site, Mejiro grinding site, lyamapo hill,
Agbele hill, Relics of Bishop Ajayi Crowther
ancestral home, Historic museum, Royal cemetery,
Ogun, Esu and Sango Shrine.

Besides, there are arts and crafts such as cloth
weaving, leather work, scriptural work, bid and
cowries, calabash carving, iron smelting, drum
making and blacksmith. There are three watersheds in
Old Oyo National Park. These are River Ogun, River
Tessi and River Iwa with all their tributaries. Other
hydrological formations in the Park include Ibuya
pool and Agbaku River. There are Python cave and
Lion cave (Oladeji, 2012:4-5).
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Humanities and Its Core Value in Global
Perspective

Deep language proficiency, historical knowledge, and
cultural literacy are critical to productive diplomatic
and economic engagement with the world.
Humanities disciplines cultivate and maintain deep
knowledge of the languages, cultures, and histories of
rapidly changing areas of the world. Maintaining this
deep capacity for all areas of the world is critical for
informed diplomacy, business engagement, and
national security. The wide array of skills and
specialist knowledge that the study of the humanities
provides are required in all field of employment,
locally or internationally. For example, international
development, organizations and bilateral donors seek
to employ country or regional specialists for their
knowledge of history and languages and the research
methodology skills of applied anthropologists are put
to use in programme monitoring and evaluation.
Kalai (2016) argues that in the implementation of any
phase of a programme, humanities do play substantial
roles. This is because; challenges are often being
encountered as in the design phase of a programme.
Hence, intellectuals from the humanities are usually
involved with a diverse array of partners at the central
and local levels working together to ensure the many
moving parts of a programme in order to work
effectively.

Ability to manage interpersonal relationships and
negotiate competing interests hinges on only those
who study the Humanities. In this regard,
intellectuals in the humanities are highly relevant
and unavoidable because of their extensive analytical
skills to assess whether a particular project has met
or exceeded its goals, as well as, to understand the
reasons why certain project compounds are
successful while others do not meet expectation
(Kalai 2016:6-8). Humanities also play a critical role
in meeting global developmental challenges. Cultural,
political, and historical experts, are in many
occasions called upon by world leaders to help
understand the unfolding geopolitical situations, the
available actions, and the potential results of those
actions (British Council, 2014). Humanities therefore
contribute to the delivery as well as the design of
international developmental solutions that help the
human race in order to embrace the future.

Contribution to Knowledge

This paper contributes to knowledge both in
academic and practical aspects of human existential
values. The topic was undertaken with full awareness
of the recurrent and persistent nature of
reprioritization of the science disciplines against the
humanities and social sciences. It is believed that part
of the reasons for inability to resolve the problem is
that an open discussion of this nature like 2019
SARETEC Conference has not been fully realized.



i.  This paper contributes to knowledge by given a
new and broaden conceptual and functional reasons
to embrace capacity building opportunities in the
Humanities.

ii. The work brings into limelight the important and
urgent need to refocus attention to the study of the
Humanities because of their long lasting positive
effects.

iil. This study also proffers value-oriented
recommendations to the general quest for a
comprehensive and interdisciplinary understanding of
the humanities and science disciplines.

iv. This paper becomes valid and current source of
data for researchers working in relation to capacity
building opportunities in the humanities in the
modern day dispensation.

v. This work gives positive consequences for the
future life on the study of the Humanities. This is
because, the findings and results from the Nigerian
experience can still be used as a template for other
nations in Africa and beyond.

CONCLUSION

This paper has examined the concept of capacity
building and humanities, and its core value in
cultural revival , economic development, global
relevance, extensive analytical skills, administrative
acumen, challenge and way forward towards
embracing capacity building in humanities in the
modern dispensation . The work equally showed that
in spite of the parlous state that the humanities find
themselves in, there are real and tangible benefits of
an education in the humanities, that go beyond just
the academic knowledge gained from studying these
disciplines. It is manifested that there is need for a
multifaceted approaches that cut across disciplines
while addressing global challenges. Also, it was
argued that only a viable, sustained and continuous
education that recognizes the Humanities could lay
the foundation for socio-political and economic
development. Finally, the Universities should
strengthen and as well as revitalize the teaching of
the humanities as a necessary step for inspiring
innovation in all field of endeavor critical to
development.

Steps Towards Embracing Capacity Building In
The Humanities In The Modern Day Dispensation
The challenges we are facing in the modern day
dispensation require a multifaceted approaches that
cut across all disciplines. In a similar but different
perspective, Natale and Doran (2012) argue that the
enormous problems of global climate change in the
modern dispensation require not only advances in
technology produced by our Engineers, Chemists and
Physicists; but also, it requires effective
International and Local Public Policies, such as :
devised economist and political scientists, and a deep
understanding of Human Behavior and adaptation
informed by the work of Sociologists and Humanists

102

Journal of Emerging Trends in Educational Research and Policy Studies (JETERAPS)15(3):95-104(ISSN:2141-6990)

(Natale, & Doran, 2012:187-196). Therefore, if
Governments cum Universities are to play a leading
role in addressing global challenges, they need to
make fundamental changes on how they structure
their academic programs in education, and how they
engage with the world. Universities can structure
their academic programs to array knowledge for the
benefit of human welfare by creating educational
environments that spur innovation and instilling a
deep sense of ethical leadership in their students
(Shizha,et.201 1cited in Kalai 2016:6).

Governments and stakeholders  can identify the

invigoration of the humanities sector as a national

development goal, thereby calling Universities and

Academics to action and revisit . The following are

some strategies that Governments, Policymakers,

Universities and Stakeholders  can employ to

reinvigorate the Humanities, as a necessary step for

inspiring innovation in all fields of human endeavor
critical to development in the society:

i. Governments and  Nigerian  University
Commission should value the concrete
contributions of History, Languages, Culture,
the Arts, Religion , Philosophy , Music, Law,
Sociology, Political Science and other
humanities  disciplines as an essential
component of a comprehensive system of
Higher Education for the betterment of the
Nation.

ii. Ensure meeting the goals of Higher Education
through robust funding, with attention to needs
of Humanities Scholars, Students,
Departments, and Institutes.

iii. Redress the Global Inequality of conditions
of work in the Universities. Nigerian
Academics deserve a level playing field as
they compete in the world mainstream of
knowledge production.

iv. High standards for doctorate education
should be set , focusing as much on quality as
on numbers, not discriminating against
humanities  doctoral  candidates, their
supervisors, and departmental mentors.
.Recognize the value of research to their nation
and its centrality to a vibrant higher education
system which include the production of new
knowledge through humanities research in
funding programs. Actively encourage
participation in national policy debates by
humanities scholars, along with those in other
disciplines.

vi. Make decision in promoting and funding of
research based on performance and merit,
without discriminating against humanities
scholars.
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