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Abstract

The adult literacy programme in Orumba North Local Government Area of Anambra State, Nigeria was
evaluated in the study. Specifically the study investigated the characteristics of the instructors, some bio-data of
the learners, physical facilities and instructional materials provided. The entire population of 14 instructors and
47 learners spread in 13 towns of the Local Government Area (LGA) were used for the study. Data were
collected from documents and with two questionnaires. The results showed that the instructors were qualified,
and experienced. The learners were all above 15 years of age, 83% of the learners were those who did not
complete primary school and only 17% were those who have never been to school. The instructor-learner ratio
was 1:3, physical facilities were good but the learners did not have access to school library and mobile libraries,
and the programme was not completely free. It is recommended that both school libraries and mobile libraries
should be provided campaign to mobilize illiterate adults for the literacy programme should be intensified. The
adult literacy programme should be made completely free.
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INTRODUCTION country, Nigeria should be operated at stipulated
Literacy of the citizens is one of the concerns of  standard.

many countries and the world at large. Literacy is the

ability to read and write at a specific age. The literacy The international benchmark on adult literacy were
level of any country is one of the indices of its presented and accepted by participants form 24
national development. Literacy is fundamental to countries that gathered in Abuja, Nigeria at a
information dissemination, socio-economic workshop on adult literacy in February 2007
development and poverty alleviation among other (Saldanha, 2008). The benchmark stipulated that the
things (National Bureau of Statistics (NBS), 2011). instructors (facilitators) of the literacy programme
Low level of literacy and education in general can should be local people to enhance community based

impede the economic development of a country in the literacy programme, especially in rural areas. The
current rapidly changing technology driven world instructors are expected to possess Teachers
(Indexmundi, 2012). Certificate Grade two (TCII) and Nigeria Certificate

in Education (NCE) and are either regular or retired
Adult literacy rate is the percentage of people aged 15 primary school teachers. They should be employed
years and above who can with understanding read on a part-time basis and should from time to time be
and write a short simple statement on their everyday drilled on the techniques of teaching adults through
life (Indexmundi, 2012). In a national literacy survey seminar or workshops (Aderinoye, 2009). The
carried out in Nigeria in June, 2010 by the National learners should be persons of 15 years of age and
Bureau of statistics, 100 households were sampled above, who have never been to formal school before
per local government area (L.G.A) and a total number or did not complete their primary education (NBS,
of 77,400 households were used for the study. The 2010). The instructor learner ratio of 1:30 is to be
results showed that adult literacy rate in English maintained. Tuition should be free for all learners.
language were 57.9%, male 65.1% and female There should be free reading and writing materials.
50.61%. The adult literacy rate in any language was Primary schools with their facilities should be used as
71.6%, male 79.3% and female 63.7%. It was also the centres (Saldanha, 2008; Aderinoye, 2009; and
found that the rates were more in urban than rural Jogwu, 2010). The learning period should be twice
areas. It was stated in the report that 47.1% of the per week for at least 2 years (Croso, Vovio &
illiterate adult population would like to attain the Masagoa, 2010, Saldanhan, 2008).
status of a literate persons. Gender and place of
residence were not factors to the decisions but age With respect to Nigeria, the Nigeria National Council
was. Hence it is pertinent then that adult literacy  for Adult Education (NNCAE) was set up in 1971 as
programmes established in different parts of the a ‘vioce’ for adult education practice. In 1990,

National Commission for Mass Education (NMEC)
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was established and made responsible for
organization, monitoring and assessment of adult
literacy practices in the country (Fasokun & Pival,
2008; Jogwu 2010). Where as the co-ordination and
supervision of literacy classes are the sole
responsibilities of local education officers,
supervisors and literacy instructors. In Anambra State
literacy programme is organized under adult
education unit of each local government area and co-
ordinated by the zonal co-ordinator from each
education zone.

The researchers were worried by the observed large
number of youths trading in different markets in
Anambra state. They wondered whether the adult
literacy programme being provided in the state is
done at a standard that can possibly provide for some
of those youths that may not have completed their
primary school. Hence the main purpose of the study
was to evaluate the adult literacy programme in
Orumba North LGA, in Anambra State, Nigeria to
find the extent the practices of adult literacy
programme conform with the international
benchmark for the adult literacy programme.
Specifically the study investigated the characteristics
of the adult literacy instructors, same bio-data of the
learners, the instructor-learner ratio, the physical
facilities and instructional materials provided for the
adult literacy programme in Orumba North LGA,
Anambra state, Nigeria.

METHOD

The study was a survey aimed at describing in a
systematic way the implementation of adult literacy
programme in Orumba North LGA of Anambra state,
Nigeria. There are thirteen towns in Orumba North
LGA. The area is semi-urban and has a Federal
Polytechnic. The people in the area are mainly petty
trades, civil servants and farmers.

There are 14 adult literacy centres in the area with a
total population of 14 instructors and 47 learners. The
entire population was used for the study because the
population size was small. So, there was no sampling.
Data were collected from documents and with the use
of two questionnaires. One of the questionnaires was
for the instructors. It sought information on the
instructors” local government area of origin,
qualification, mode of employment, teaching
experience with adult education programme and
source of lesson guide. The second questionnaire was
for the learners and it consisted of two parts a and b.
section a, sought information on the bio-data of the
learners. Section b was a 5 point rating scale that
sought information on the physical facilities,
instructional materials and other conditions in the
programme. The decision rule were as follows.

10-25 - disagree
26-34 - undecided
3.5-5.0- Agree

RESULTS
The results of the study are presented as arrange
below.

Table 1: The Characteristics of the Instructors of
Adult Literacy Programme

Characteristics Male Female Total  Percentage
1. LGA of Origin
Indigene 2 12 14 100%
Non-indigene 0 0 0 0%
2. Qualification
TC 11 1 3 4 28.6%
NCE 1 9 10 71.4%
Other Certificates 0 0 0 0.0%
3. Mode of Employment
Part-time 1 7 8 57.1%
Full —time 1 5 6 42.9%
4. Working Status
Retired 1 7 9 64.3%
Still in service 1 4 5 35.7%
5. Teaching Experience with Adult literacy programme

930

Less than 2 years 0 1 7.1%

2 -5 years 0 1 1 7.1%
Over 5 years 2 10 12 85.8%
Table 1 indicates that all the instructors were

indigenes of the LGA, they were all qualified and
were quite experienced.

Table 2: Source of Lesson Guide

Source Male Female Total Percentage
Adult Literacy Scheme 1 6 7 50.0%
Text book 0 2 2 11.0%
Personal Experience 1 2 3 22.0%
Learners’ wish 0 2 2 14.0%

Only 50 % of the instructors used adult literacy
scheme for lesson guide.

Table 3: Some Bio-data of the Learners

Source Male Female Total Percentage
1. Age

Below 15 years 0 0 0 0.0%

15— 50 years 17 25 42 89.4%

Above 50 years 3 3 5 10.6%
2. Educational level before the programme

Have never

been to school 3 5 8 17.0%

Did not complete

primary school 7 22 39 83.0%

3. Occupation

Farming 1 1 2 4.2%

Trading 15 16 31 66.0%

Artisan 3 1 4 8.5%

Civil Services 1 6 7 14.9%

None 0 3 3 6.4%

All the learners are above 15 years of age and they
were mostly traders.

Instructor-learner ratio

No of Instructors - 14
No of learners - 47
Ratio - 1:3
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Table 4: Physical Facilities, Instructional Materials
and other Conditions in the Programme

Item X Decision
Mean

1. My classroom is conducive for 4.10 Agree
teaching and learning

2. My classroom has desks and chairs  4.49 Agree

3. My class has a chalk board 3.68 Agree

4.  Chalk is always provided for the 3.62 Agree
class

5. My class has a class register 3.51 Agree

6. My class has an instructor 4.49 Agree

7. My instructor always comes to 4.51 Agree
class

8.  The instructor teaches my class 4.02 Agree
with different visual materials

9. My centre has a reading room 231 Agree

10 I have access to school library 1.91 Disagree

11 | have access to mobile library 1.00 Disagree

12 | am given textbooks for each 2.82 Agree

. subject

13 | often receive writing materials 3.70 Agree

. like exercise books, pens, pencils

14 1do not pay school fees 3.00 Undecided

From table 4 the respondents agreed with 11 items,
disagreed with 2 items and were undecided on one
items.

DISCUSSION

The results of the study showed that all the
instructors in adult literacy programme are indigenes
of Orumba North Local Government Area. This is in
conformity with the stipulated standard. All the
instructors have the requisite qualification and most
of them hold Nigeria Certificate in Education.

In their mode of employment, 57.1% of the
instructors were employed on part-time basis, 42.9%
were employed on a full-time basis. Employing any
instructor on a full-time basis is contrary to the
benchmark. Greater percentage of the instructors
(64.3%) were retired and 35.7% were people who
were still in services. These results are in line with
the stipulated standard. It is also impressive that
85.8% of the instructors have been with the adult
literacy programme for over 5 years.

It was found that only 50% of instructors teach with
the adult literacy scheme. It may be because the adult
literacy scheme of work was not readily available.
This is likely to affect the products of the programme.

The instructor-learner ratio was 1:3 which is far
below the stipulated ratio of 1:30. This finding that
very few learners attend the adult literacy programme
supports the fact that in the survey done by National
Bureau of Statistics in 2010, that South East geo-
political zone where Orumba North L.G.A belongs
had the highest literacy rate in English. In addition to

this, probability, the few illiterate adults in the area
have not been fully mobilized for the programme.

All the learners were within the stipulated age of 15
years and above. Majority of the learners (83%) were
people who did not complete their primary school.
On the occupation of the learners, most of them
(66%) were petty traders followed by civil servants
(14.9%) who may need first school leaving certificate
to progress in the study. Findings of the study also
showed that classrooms were conducive, instructional
materials were provided and the learners were given
writing materials free. However, the learners do not
have access to school libraries and no access to
mobile libraries. The fact that the respondents were
undecided on the payment of school fee showed that
learners made some payments but were not sure
whether the payment was for school fee or for some
other services or materials. This is contrary to the
benchmark because the programme is supposed to be
completely free.

CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATIONS
The adult literacy programme in Orumba North local
Government Area in Anambra State, Nigeria met the
international adult literacy benchmark in many
aspects. However there are few areas that need to be
brought up to standard. There are needs to provide
libraries, completely mobilize the illiterate adults and
to make the programme entirely free.

It is therefore recommended that the head of adult
education unit in Orumba North L.G.A should launch
more campaign using mass media and the churches to
improve adult literacy enrollment in the area. The
authorities concerned should ensure that the learners
in the programme do not pay school fee or pay for
any other services or materials in the programme.
The supervisors should ensure that recommended
scheme of work is used. School libraries and mobile
libraries should be provided for the learners.
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