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___________________________________________________________________________ 
Abstract  

The research was designed to investigate the Impact of domestic violence on the academic performance of 

primary school pupils in Awka South Local Government Area of Anambra State. Five research questions were 

formulated to guide the study. Descriptive survey research design was used for the study. The population for the 

study comprised all the 983 public primary school teachers in Awka South Local Government Area of Anambra 

State. A sample of 260 primary school teachers was selected for the study using simple random sampling 

technique. The instrument for data collection was a 31items structured questionnaire develop my the researcher 

titled “Impact of Domestic Violence on Pupils Academic Performance Questionnaire (IDVPAPQ) . The 

reliability of the instrument was established using Cronbach Alpha method which yielded an overall reliability 

coefficient of 0.83. The data collected in relation to the research questions was analyzed using the descriptive 

statistics of mean and standard deviation. The study found out that  all the forms of domestic violence such as 

physical, sexual, psychological and economic abuse has effects on the academic performance of primary school 

pupils in Awka South Local Government Area. Based on the findings, it was recommended that Federal 

Government and Non-Governmental agencies should create awareness campaign exercise to discourage parents 

from leasing out their children for housekeeping, prostitution, early marriage, or any other reason for money 

making. Also,  Government should make sure that perpetrators of domestic violence are punished according to 

the law enacted for offenders and used as examples for others. 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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INTRODUCTION 

Education is the foundation upon which any nation 

can fast track the development of its citizens. It is the 

process of facilitating learning, or the acquisition of 

knowledge, skills, values, beliefs, and habits (1). 

Consequently, the fundamental purpose of education 

is to transfigure the human personality into a pattern 

of perfection through a synthetic process of 

development of body, the enrichment of mind, the 

sublimation of the emotions, and the illumination of 

the spirit. The Nigerian educational system is 

categorized into basic/primary school education, 

post-basic/secondary schools education and tertiary 

education. However, basic/primary school education 

would be the focus of this study. According to 

Federal Government of Nigeria in her National 

Policy on Education  (2)  stipulated that basic 

education covers nine years of formal schooling 

consisting of six years of elementary and three years 

of junior secondary education. It is the type of 

education that provides opportunities for pupils to 

acquire advanced knowledge, skills and competencies 

with which to become useful and responsible citizens 

of a nation (2). The importance of primary school 

education cannot be overemphasized because it is the 

very first phase of formal education. It lays the 

foundation of a child’s mental development and 

growth in later times. Consequently, primary school 

lays the foundation to group activities and team work, 

vital for a child’s personal grooming. However, some 

children either do not make it to school or are not 

given adequate opportunity to make the best out of 

schooling experience due to what Augustine and 

Abubakar (3) blamed on domestic violence.  

 

Internationally the World Health Organization (4) 

reports that 25-50% of children report being 

physically abused, implying that childhood 

maltreatment has become a global trend, albeit under-

reported and under-researched. In Nigeria, cases of 

domestic violence are as common as the air people 

breathe and there can hardly be a day without news 

report of domestic violence. Thus one can infer that 

some Nigerian children are potential victims of 
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domestic violence. According to (5), domestic 

violence can be defined as attempting to cause bodily 

injury to a family or household member or placing a 

family or household member by threat of force in fear 

of imminent physical harm. However, the definition 

of domestic violence varies depending on the context 

in which the term is used. In criminal laws, domestic 

violence may be defined as any criminal offense 

involving violence or physical harm or threat of 

violence, committed by one family or household 

member against another.  

 

Domestic violence includes any behaviour that 

intimidates, manipulate, humiliate, isolate, frighten, 

terrorize, coerce, threaten, blame, hurt, injure, or 

wound someone (6).  Smith   and Johnson (7) opined 

that domestic violence is any form of physical, 

psychological, social, emotional and sexual 

maltreatment of a child whereby the survival, safety, 

self esteem, growth and development of the child are 

endangered.  In the context of this study, domestic 

violence can  be defined as the physical battering, 

sexual harassment and emotional neglect of the child 

which can influence the academic performance of 

primary school pupils. Thus, domestic violence has a 

great influence on the academic performance of 

pupils. 

 

Academic performance is generally a pedagogical 

terminology used while determining learners’ success 

in formal education and which is measured through 

reports examinations and educators’ ratings. 

According to (8), academic performance is a multi-

dimensional construct consisting of three dimensions- 

students' characteristics, teacher competencies, and 

academic dimension. This means that academic 

performance concerns how pupils' cope with or 

accomplish different task given to them by their 

teachers. According to (9), academic performance is 

the extent to which a student has achieved the short 

or long term educational goals. According to (10), 

academic performance is time-based measurable 

learning outcome which indicates the extent to which 

set goals has been achieved in any educational 

system. In the context of this study, academic 

performance refers to the percentage of marks 

obtained by pupils on each of the compulsory 

subjects after each terms of study. 

 

Domestic violence is also used interchangeably with 

child abuse or child neglect.  According to (11), 

domestic violence and childhood maltreatment take 

the center stage the moment a child begins to lack 

any of all the factors that can aid a proper childhood 

development. According to (12), duration of children 

encounter with domestic abuse has a greater bearing 

on their stress levels than the severity of the abuse. 

Harm caused by domestic violence can be physical, 

emotional, cognitive, social and the effect are usually 

overlapping and integrated. According to (13), forms 

of domestic violence are as follows physical abuse, 

sexual abuse, emotional abuse, economic, or 

psychological abuse which will be examined one by 

one.  

 

Physical abuse is when a child is aggressively abused 

by an older person. Theoklitou cited in Augustine and 

Abubakar (3) opined that physical abuse  could be in 

the form of burns, lacerations, illegal bruises, 

scratches, broken bones ,rough treatment and 

repeated mishap that could cause physical injury. 

According to (14), physical abuse is the use of 

physical force in a way that injures the victim or puts 

him or her at the risk of being injured. Carr (15) 

opined that physical consequences of physical abuse 

include scaring, disfigurement, neurological damage, 

visual or auditory impairment and failure of growths. 

Isangedghi ( 16),pointed that physical abuse which is 

a global phenomenon is when physical injury is being 

inflicted  on a child or when physical force  is used 

on a child which causes the child harm.it include acts 

like punching, kicking, poisoning, burning, slapping 

and strangling. 

 

Sexual abuse occurs when an adult forcefully have 

sexual activity  with someone against their wish and 

this include rape, incest, oral sex touching a child’s 

sexual organs,  showing pornography to a child 

among others. According to (17), sexual abuse is an 

unwanted sexual activity with perpetrators using 

force, making threats or taking advantage of victims 

,not being able to give consent.  It includes all forms 

of sexual assaults, harassment or exploitation. It 

involves forcing a person to participate in sexual 

activity, using a child for sexual purposes including 

child prostitution and pornography. Ada and Anake 

(18) discovered that in some countries, specifically 

Nigeria, the practice of marrying underage children 

makes it inevitable for young teenage girls to be 

sexually abuse, under the name of marriage and this 

results in post-traumatic disorder which affects 

pupils’ academic performance.  

 

Psychological abuse occurs when a child’s emotion, 

social life and intellect is tampered with.  According 

to (19), psychological abuse is a form of abuse that 

involves intentional frequent punishment for minor 

misdemeanors, frequent punishment for positive 

behaviours such as smiling, playing or problem 

solving, frequent criticism, ridicule, humiliation, 

threats, frequent rejection, discouragement of 

attachment and exclusion from family life. Hence  

Gilbert et al (20) opined that children facing  child 

maltreatment are at greater risk of learning 

difficulties and poor academic achievement, mental 

health (emotional and behavioural) functioning as 

well as cognitive and language development. 

 

Furthermore, according to (21) , economic abuse 

includes stealing from or defrauding a loved one, 
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withholding money for essential things like food and 

medical treatment, manipulating or exploiting family 

member for financial gain, preventing a loved one 

from working or controlling his/her choice of 

occupation. when the basic needs of a child are not 

met, such a child is being neglected and a such 

cannot concentrate in  the class.  Consequently, 

Alokan and Olatunji (22) posits that in some parts of 

the world, there are children working like slaves, they 

beg in the streets, and toil under the sun in the field. 

Some are denied education and never experienced the 

joy of childhood due to the type of abuse they 

experienced at an early age. It is quite important to 

note that domestic violence pan out onto the lengths 

of lives of affected pupils, including cognitive, 

behavioural and affective development, as well as 

having negative health outcomes such as violent 

behaviour in adolescents (23).  

 

Many studies (Ada & Aneke, (18); Adejobi, Osonwa, 

Iyam, Udonwa & Osonwa, (24) on causes of poor 

academic performance have consistently stressed that 

abused, maltreated, or neglected child on the average 

score lower on cognitive measures and demonstrative 

lower school achievement when compared with non 

abused peers of similar socioeconomic backgrounds. 

However, for children undergoing domestic violence, 

they lack proper conditions for them to reach the 

highest level of academic success. Nwagboso (25) 

also posits that average children who experience 

domestic violence score lower on cognitive 

assessment and standardized test of academic 

achievement.  

 

They obtain lower grade and get suspended from 

school and remain in a particular class more 

frequently. Thus, Nwasor, Oluwatayo, Okika and 

Anierobi (26) opined that abused children (0-18 years 

of age) appeared more impulsive, disorganized and 

academically distractible; hence they were less 

successful than their peers on academic task 

performance..  It is against this backdrop that this 

study sought to determine the impact of domestic 

violence on the academic performance of primary 

school pupils in Awka South Local Government Area 

of Anambra State. The study fills a gap in existing 

research by focusing specifically on the impact of 

domestic violence such as physical, sexual, 

psychological  and economic abuse on the academic 

performance of primary school pupils in Awka South 

Local Government Area of Anambra State. This 

approach provides valuable insights into a specific 

context that may differ from previous studies, 

contributing to a more comprehensive understanding 

of the issue. 

 

Statement of the Problem 
One of the goals of basic education is to inspire 

pupils with a desire for self-improvement and 

achievement of excellence both in all levels of 

education. However, this role of basic education has 

been difficult to achieve because of the problems of 

domestic violence. This is because domestic violence 

hinders not only the academic performance of pupils 

but also influences their self esteem. Children who 

are victims of domestic violence end up suffering 

consequences like sleep deprivation, constant pain, 

and emotional displacement. This will not put them 

in a frame of mind to study and perform well 

academically. Therefore, the researcher seeks to find 

out the impact of domestic violence on the academic 

performance of primary school pupils in Awka South 

Local Government Area of Anambra State.  

 

Purpose of the Study 
The major purpose of the study was to determine the 

impact of domestic violence on the academic 

performance of primary school pupils in Awka South 

Local Government Area of Anambra State. 

Specifically, this study was designed to determine:  

1. The forms of physical abuse on primary 

school pupils in Awka South Local 

Government Area of Anambra State. 

2. The forms of sexual abuse on primary 

school pupils in Awka South Local 

Government Area of Anambra State. 

3. The forms of psychological abuse on 

primary school pupils in Awka South Local 

Government Area of Anambra State. 

4. The forms of economic abuse on primary 

school pupils in Awka South Local 

Government Area of Anambra State. 

5. The effects of domestic violence on primary 

school pupils in Awka South Local 

Government Area of Anambra State. 

 

Significance of the Study 

The study sheds light on the prevalence of domestic 

violence and childhood maltreatment as a global 

trend, often under-reported and under-researched. By 

focusing on Nigeria, it contributes to the 

understanding of how domestic violence affects the 

lives of Nigerian children, highlighting the urgent 

need for intervention and support. 

 

The study explores the influence of domestic 

violence on the academic performance of primary 

school pupils. By examining the relationship between 

domestic violence and academic achievement, it 

provides valuable insights into the detrimental effects 

of abuse and neglect on children's educational 

outcomes. 

 

The study expands the understanding of domestic 

violence beyond physical abuse to include other 

forms such as sexual, psychological, and economic 

abuse. By examining these different dimensions of 

domestic violence, it raises awareness about the 

diverse ways in which children can be affected and 

harmed. 



 

 Journal of Emerging Trends in Educational Research and Policy Studies (JETERAPS)14(1):1-9(ISSN:2141-6990)   

 

4 

 

The findings of this study can inform the 

development of intervention strategies and policies 

aimed at addressing domestic violence and its impact 

on primary school pupils. By understanding the 

specific challenges faced by abused children, 

educators, policymakers, and relevant stakeholders 

can implement targeted interventions to support their 

academic performance and overall well-being. 

 

The study fills a gap in existing research by focusing 

specifically on the impact of domestic violence on the 

academic performance of primary school pupils in 

Awka South Local Government Area of Anambra 

State. This localized approach provides valuable 

insights into a specific context that may differ from 

previous studies, contributing to a more 

comprehensive understanding of the issue. 

 

Educators and school administrators play a crucial 

role in supporting children who have experienced 

domestic violence. This study provides valuable 

insights into the potential effects of domestic 

violence on academic performance, helping educators 

and administrators understand the unique challenges 

faced by these children and enabling them to develop 

appropriate strategies to support their learning and 

well-being. 

 

The study can serve as a foundation for future 

research and exploration into the complex dynamics 

between domestic violence and academic 

performance. The findings may inspire more in-depth 

investigations into the underlying mechanisms, long-

term impacts, and potential mitigating factors. This 

knowledge can contribute to the development of 

evidence-based interventions and policies aimed at 

improving the educational outcomes of children 

affected by domestic violence. 

 

Research Questions  
The following research questions guided the study: 

1. What are the forms of physical abuse on 

primary school pupils in Awka South Local 

Government Area of Anambra State? 

2. What are the forms of sexual abuse on 

primary school pupils in Awka South Local 

Government Area of Anambra State? 

3. What are the forms of psychological abuse 

on primary school pupils in Awka South 

Local Government Area of Anambra State? 

4. What are the forms of economic abuse on 

primary school pupils in Awka South Local 

Government Area of Anambra State? 

5. What are the effects of domestic violence on 

primary school pupils in Awka South Local 

Government Area of Anambra State? 

 

METHOD 

A descriptive survey design was adopted for this 

study. The study was conducted in Awka South Local 

.The population for the study comprised all the 419 

primary school teachers in the 45 public primary 

schools in Awka South Local Government Area of 

Anambra State Government Area. A sample of 260 

primary school teachers was selected for the study. 

Simple random Sampling was used to select 10 

schools out of the 45 schools in the study area. 

Twenty six teachers was randomly picked from each 

of the 10 schools. The instrument for data collection 

was a 31 item structured questionnaire developed by 

the researcher titled “Impact of Domestic Violence on 

Pupils Academic Performance Questionnaire 

(IDVPAPQ) . The instrument has two sections, A and 

B. Section A consists items on the bio-data of the 

respondents. Section B consists of 31 items which 

was organized in accordance with the three research 

questions that guide the study. The instrument was 

structured on 4 point rating scale of Strongly Agree 

(SA), Agree (A), Disagree (D) and Strongly Agree 

(SD) with assigned weight of 4, 3, 2 and 1 

respectively. The reliability of the instrument was 

determined by Cronbach Alpha method. The result 

showed an overall reliability coefficient of 0.83 

which was considered high enough for the instrument 

to be reliable for the study. The data collected in 

relation to the research questions was analyzed using 

mean and standard deviation. 

 

RESULTS 

Research Question One: What are the forms of 

physical abuse on primary school pupils in Awka 

South Local Government Area of Anambra State? 

 

Table 1: Mean and standard deviation rating of 

respondents on the forms of physical abuse on 

primary school pupils in Awka South Local 

Government Area of Anambra State (N=260) 

GMSD                                     3.31     0.78     Agree 

 

Table 1 above revealed that the seven items 7 in the 

table have mean scores ranging from 3.00 to 3.56. 

The grand mean of 3.31 means that primary school 

teachers in Awka South Local Government Area 

agreed that items 1 to 7 are all forms of physical 

S

/

N 

The following are  the 

forms of physical abuse 

on primary school 

pupils: 

     SD Decisions 

     

1 Beating, scalding and 

drowning of children 

3.56 0.70   Agree 

2 Kicking and stabbing of 

children 

3.24 0.83   Agree 

3 Choking  3.56 0.70   Agree 

4 

5 

Female Genital 

Mutilation 

Biting 

3.00 

3.32 

0.89 

0.77 

  Agree 

  Agree 

6 

7 

Poisoning 

Strangling 

                                                                      

3.21 

3.32 

0.81 

0.77 

 

  Agree 

  Agree 
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abuse on pupils. The standard deviations for all the 

items are within the same range which shows that the 

respondents were homogenous in their opinions. 

 

Research Question Two: What are the forms of 

sexual abuse on primary school pupils in Awka South 

Local Government Area of Anambra State? 

 

Table 2: Mean and standard deviation rating of respondents on the forms of sexual abuse on primary school 

pupils in Awka South Local Government Area of Anambra State (N=260) 

Data in Table 2 revealed that items 8-14 has mean 

scores of 3.28, 3.24, 3.11, 3.00. 3.32, 3.34 and 3.23 

respectively .The grand mean of 3.23 means that 

primary school teachers in Awka South Local 

Government Area agreed that items 8 to 14 are all 

forms of sexual abuse on pupils. The standard 

deviations for all the items are within the same range 

which shows that the respondents were homogenous 

in their opinions 

 
Research Question Three:  What are the forms of psychological abuse on primary school pupils in Awka 

South Local Government Area of Anambra State? 

 

Table 3: Mean and standard deviation rating of respondents on the forms of psychological abuse on primary 

school pupils in Awka South Local Government Area of Anambra State (N=260) 

 

Grand Mean  and Standard Deviation                                             3.09   0.81                  Agree 

Data in Table 3 revealed that items  15- 20  have 

mean scores ranging from 2.51 to 3.56. The grand 

mean of 3.09 shows that primary school teachers in 

Awka South Local Government Area agreed that all 

items are all forms of psychological abuse on pupils. 

The standard deviations for all the items are within 

the same range which shows that the respondents 

were homogenous in their opinions. 

 

 

 

 

S/N Forms of sexual abuse on primary school pupils are:      SD Decisions 

     

8 Child prostitution and pornography  3.38 0.88   Agree 

9 Rape  3.24 0.68   Agree 

10 Sexual assault/harassment  3.11 0.90   Agree 

11 

12 

Incest (sexual intercourse between family members) 

Forcible object penetration 

 3.00 

 3.32 

0.89 

0.77 

  Agree 

  Agree 

14 

15. 

Forcible sodomy (Anal/oral sex against a person’s will)                                            

Sexual contact  with minors, whether consensual or not 

 

                               

3.343.23 

 

 

 

 

 

.91..88 

 

 

 

 

 

Agree 

  Agree 

 

 

  

 

 Grand Mean and Standard Deviation 3.23 
 

0.84 

 
Agree 

S/N The following are  forms of psychological abuse :        SD        Decision 

     

15 Frequent criticism, ridicule, and humiliation  3.32  0.77          Agree 

16 Frequent punishment for minor misdemeanors or 

positive behaviours such as smiling 

2.81  0.79          Agree 

17 Discouragement of attachment with people 2.51  0.81          Agree 

18 

19 

Ridiculing and humiliation of pupils in front of other 

pupils 

Not paying/ giving adequate attention to children at 

home      3.34   

3.03       0.89 

0.91 

         Agree 

         Agree 

20 Harming a person’s sense of self-worth through abusive 

name callings.                                           

                                     

3.56 

 

 

 

 

 

0.70 

 

 

        Agree 
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Research Question Four: What are the forms of economic abuse on primary school pupils in Awka South 

Local Government Area of Anambra State? 

 

Table 4:  Mean and standard deviation rating of respondents on the forms of economic abuse 

on primary school pupils in Awka South Local Government Area of Anambra State (N=260) 

 

Data in Table 4 revealed that the four (4) items in the 

table have mean ratings ranging from 2.99 to 3.56. 

The grand mean of 3.32 means that primary school 

teachers in Awka South Local Government Area 

agreed that items 21-24 are all forms of economic 

abuse on pupils. The standard deviations for all the 

items are within the same range which shows that the 

respondents were homogenous in their opinions. 

 

Research Question Five: What are the effects of domestic violence on primary school pupils in Awka South 

Local Government Area of Anambra State? 

 

Table 5: Mean and standard deviation rating of respondents on the effect of domestic violence on primary 

school pupils in Awka South Local Government Area of Anambra State (N=260) 

 

 

Data in Table 5 revealed that items 25- 33 have mean 

scores ranging from 2.72 to 3.56. The grand mean of 

3.24 shows that primary school teachers in Awka 

South Local Government Area agreed that all the  

 

 

 

items are effects of domestic violence on the  

 

academic performance of primary school pupils. The 

standard deviations for all the items are within the 

same range which shows that the respondents were 

homogenous in their opinions. 

 

 

 

S/N The following are  the forms of economic abuse on 

primary school pupils:  
     SD Decisions 

     

21 Manipulating or exploitation of children for financial gain 2.99 0.76   Agree 

22 Preventing children from obtaining education 3.56 0.70   Agree 

23 Stealing from or defrauding  loved ones 3.34 0.91   Agree 

24 

 

 

 

Withholding money for essential things like food and 

medical treatment 

3.38 

 

0.88   Agree 

  

 

 
Grand Mean and Standard Deviation                           3.32 0.81 Agree 

 

S/N The following are the effects of domestic violence on primary school 

pupils: 
     SD Decisions 

     

25 Domestic violence leads to post-traumatic disorder/neurological 

damages leading to poor cognitive development 

3.34 0.91   Agree 

26 It  leads to pupils lack of self-efficacy  2.72 0.72   Agree 

27 It leads to pupils’ withdrawal from active class activities. 3.56 0.70   Agree 

28 

 

 

29 

Domestic violence leads to low self-esteem stemming from depression 

and shame which could make pupils to lose interest in their studies. 

Physical abuse which is a form of domestic violence might lead to 

auditory impairment which affects the hearing ability of students in 

class. 

3.00 

 

 

3.32 

0.89 

 

 

0.77 

  Agree 

   

 

  Agree 

30 

 

31 

 

 

Physical abuse might lead to visual impairment resulting to inability to 

read. 

Psychological abuse leads to psychological trauma which leads to loss 

of attention in class.  

 

3.21 

 

3.56 

 

 

0.81 

 

0.70 

 

 

  Agree 

   

  Agree 

   

   

                    Grand Mean and Standard Deviation                                     3.24 

 

 

0.79 

 

 

Agree 
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DISCUSSION OF FINDINGS 

Findings from the study revealed that beating, 

scalding, drowning of children, choking, and so on 

are all forms of physical abuse on primary school 

pupils.  This is in line with the findings of Hornby 

(14), who opined that physical abuse is the use of 

physical force in a way that injures the victim or puts 

him or her at the risk of being injured. Internationally 

the World Health Organization (4) reports that 25-

50% of children report being physically abused, 

implying that childhood maltreatment has become a 

global trend, albeit under-reported and under-

researched. Thus, the strength of the finding of this 

study suggests that childhood physical maltreatment 

is a global phenomenon which drastically influences 

the academic performance of pupils. This is in 

agreement with Isangedghi (16) who posits that 

physical abuse which is a global phenomenon is 

when physical injury is being inflicted on a child or 

when physical force is used on a child which causes 

the child harm.it include acts like punching, kicking, 

poisoning, burning, slapping and strangling.  

 

Findings from the study revealed that child 

prostitution and pornography, rape, sexual 

assault/harassment, and so on are all forms of sexual 

abuse on primary school pupils. According to 

Eckerode, Laid, and Doris (17), sexual abuse is an 

unwanted sexual activity with perpetrators using 

force, making threats or taking advantage of victims 

not being able to give consent. Consequently, the 

outcome of this study agrees with the finding of Ada 

and Anake (18) which discovered that in some 

countries, specifically Nigeria, the practice of 

marrying underage children makes it inevitable for 

young teenage girls to be sexually abuse, under the 

name of marriage. Thus, the strength of the finding of 

this study suggests that childhood sexual 

maltreatment is a global phenomenon which 

drastically influences the academic performance of 

students. This is why Ada and Anake (18) opined that 

sexual abuse results in post-traumatic disorder which 

affects students’ academic performance. 

  

Findings from the study revealed that frequent 

criticism, ridicule, humiliation, frequent punishment 

for minor misdemeanors are all forms of 

psychological abuse on primary school pupils. This is 

in  ine with  Dutton, Goodman, and Bennett (19) 

,who opined that psychological abuse is a form of 

abuse that involves intentional frequent punishment 

for minor misdemeanors, frequent punishment for 

positive behaviours such as smiling, playing or 

problem solving, frequent criticism, ridicule, 

humiliation, threats, frequent rejection, 

discouragement of attachment and exclusion from 

family life. Hence  Gilbert et al (20) opined that 

children facing  child maltreatment are at greater risk 

of learning difficulties and poor academic 

achievement, mental health (emotional and 

behavioural) functioning as well as cognitive and 

language development. 

 

Findings from the study revealed that manipulation of 

children for financial gain, preventing children from 

obtaining education, and stealing from a loved one, 

are all forms of economic abuse on primary school 

pupils. This is in agreement with Imbiode, Aluedo, 

and Oboite (21) which stated that economic violence 

includes stealing from or defrauding a loved one, 

withholding money for essential things like food and 

medical treatment, manipulating or exploiting family 

member for financial gain, preventing a loved one 

from working or controlling his/her choice of 

occupation. 

 

Findings from the study revealed that domestic 

violence has effect on the academic performance of 

primary school pupils.  This is in line with Nwagboso 

(25) who posits that average children who experience 

domestic violence score lower on cognitive 

assessment and standardized test of academic 

achievement. They obtain lower grade and get 

suspended from school and remain in a particular 

class more frequently. Also Ada and  Aneke, (18); 

Adejobi, Osonwa, Iyam, Udonwa and  Osonwa (24) 

opined that abused, maltreated, or neglected child on 

the average score lower on cognitive measures and 

demonstrative lower school achievement when 

compared with non abused peers of similar 

socioeconomic backgrounds. Thus, Nwasor, 

Oluwatayo, Okika and Anierobi (26) opined that 

abused children (0-18 years of age) appeared more 

impulsive, disorganized and academically 

distractible; hence they were less successful than 

their peers on academic task performance. 

Accordingly, Carr (15) opined that the physical 

consequences of physical abuse include scaring, 

disfigurement, neurological damage, visual or 

auditory impairment and failure of growth. 

  

Consequently, Dutton, Goodman and Bennett (19) 

posited that psychological abuse, which is a form of 

domestic violence may result in psychological 

trauma, including anxiety, chronic depression, or 

post-traumatic stress disorder. The National 

Demographic Health Survey report in (27) stated that 

domestic violence tend to bring shame, discomfort, 

depression, anxiety, fear and hinder the child 

academic performance generally, as those involve 

fear being exposed and name calling can also lead to 

withdrawal from active class activities.   

 

CONCLUSION 

Through this work, some basic facts about domestic 

violence and its impact on the academic performance 

of primary school pupils has been revealed. That is, 

the study showed that physical abuse, sexual abuse, 

psychological abuse, and economic abuse are all 

forms of domestic voilence. From the findings of the 
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study, it was discovered that domestic violence 

entails neglect, physical or sexual abuse of children 

who have not attained adulthood. Also, abused 

children tend to withdraw themselves from active 

class exercise, lose interest in their studies and 

develop anxiety, depression and fear. 

 

RECOMMENDATIONS 

Based on the findings of the study and conclusion 

drawn, the following recommendations are made: 

1. School counselors and administrators should 

periodically organize seminar with parents 

and caregivers to enlighten them on the 

dangerous effect of domestic violence on the 

academic performance of their children. 

2. Government and non-governmental agencies 

should create awareness campaign exercise 

to discourage parents from leasing out their 

children for housekeeping, prostitution, 

early marriage, or any other reason for 

money making.  

3. The family and society in general should be 

more security conscious on the whereabouts 

of the child.  

4. Government should make sure that 

perpetrators of domestic violence are 

punished according to the law enacted for 

offenders and used as examples for others 

whose cases may not be reported. 

 

LIMITATIONS OF THE STUDY 

1. The study focused on a specific 

geographical area (Awka South Local 

Government Area of Anambra State), which 

limits the generalizability of the findings to 

other regions or populations. The results 

may not be applicable to primary school 

pupils in other locations. 

2. Self-report data are subject to biases such as 

social desirability bias, where participants 

may provide responses they believe are 

socially acceptable. This bias could affect 

the accuracy and reliability of the reported 

instances of domestic violence. 

3. The study focused primarily on the impact 

of domestic violence on academic 

performance. However, there may be other 

confounding variables or factors that could 

influence academic performance, such as 

socioeconomic status, parental involvement, 

or teaching quality. These variables were not 

explicitly controlled for in the study, which 

may limit the ability to attribute all observed 

effects solely to domestic violence 

. 
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