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Abstract  

This study was undertaken at peri-urban area of Gondar city aiming to examine livelihood changes and related 

effects of urban expansion on urban peripheral communities. To this effect, a sample of 293 households, who 

were expropriated their land due to city expansion, was taken for this cross-sectional study. Accordingly, the 

study employed both quantitative and qualitative approaches. The primary data was collected through survey 

questionnaires, key informant interview and focus group discussion; and secondary data from various sources 

were complimented to the study. Descriptive and inferential statistics were used to analyze the quantitative data 

whereas the qualitative data was analyzed in thematic analysis via the form of narratives, summarization, and 

comparisons. The finding revealed that most of the respondents were uneducated and owned small farming land 

size. From the total sample respondents 76% was expropriated the partial of their land and 24% were disposed 

completely by the city expansion program that affected the production and productivity of farmers. So that, most 

evicted people are engaged in small trade, house rent and daily labor and only some people remain in 

agricultural activities by renting land. Regarding to the social aspects, urban expansion created family 

disturbance, conflict in neighbors and seasonal and permanent migration on the evicted households. As well, 

urban expansion declined the livelihood of farmers and perhaps affected their social network and relationships. 

Hence, all concerned institutions have to be concerned to resolve the negative consequences of urban expansion 

on the surrounding farming households. 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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INTRODUCTION 

Urbanization is seen as an effect of the current global 

phenomenon, presenting the migration process of the 

population organizing in urban areas, areas 

considered to be true centers of progress that offer 

multiple options to residents (Dociu and Dunarintu, 

2012. The proportion of urban population in Africa is 

40% with average annual rate of 1.1% (UN, 2014). 

Particularly, it becomes high in eastern Africa which 

is least urbanized sub-region. As a part of this fastest 

urbanizing sub-region of Africa, Ethiopia is treated 

among the world’s least urbanized and fast 

urbanizing countries. The UN (2014) estimated that 

around 19% (about 18.4 million) of the country’s 

population living in urban areas and urbanizing by 

the rate of 2.3 between 2010 and 2015.  

 

It is obvious that urbanization has positive effects for 

countries development (Eyaya, 2014) and Dejenie, 

2011). However, uncontrolled urbanization in most 

developing countries negatively affects the natural 

environment and livelihoods of peri-urban areas. 

Urban development determine changes regarding the 

organization of places, economic and social changes, 

but these effects exceed the territorial barriers and 

generate a broad impact particularly for the 

surrounding rural communities (Muluwork, 2014). 

Urbanization may cause for urban expansion which 

may resulted from population growth, rise of 

investment and economic development (Bhatta, 2010 

and Muluwork, 2014).  Unrestrained urban expansion 

engulfs the surrounding land that leaded reduction of 

farm size or a complete dispossession of agricultural 

land of peri- urban households. (Bhatta, 2010, and 

Alemu and Amare, 2015). Thus, evicted farmers in 

urban edge areas had forced to leave their farming 

land by taking estimated land compensation (ibid).  

 

According to Leulseged et al (2011), since displaced 

farmers are not educationally developed, most of 

them engaged in less paid and time consuming 

activities which may merely cover their daily needs. 

Hence, the eviction of urban periphery households 

deepens poverty, destroys communities, and 

adversely impacts the future sustainable livelihood of 

people. Other studies reveal that the consequences 

worsening the situation of evicted households in 

terms of housing, employment, education, physical 

and mental health, family life, culture and well-being 

(Kiflu, 2012 and Leulseged et al, 2011and Zemenfes, 

2014). In addition, the relocation of household 

resulted from land acquisition changes the 

neighborhood- based social interactions and the 

degree of attachment and commitment to 

neighborhood (Muluken, 2013).  

 

Similarly, Gondar, which is one of the oldest cities of 

Ethiopia, next to Axum and Laibella, is rapidly 

expanding driving from population growth (Keflu, 

2012 and Eyaya, 2014). While such problems are 
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observed, no detail studies have been found in the 

study area. However, there are few studies which 

focused on the livelihoods strategies (Keflu, 2012), 

and land use and land cover change (Eyaya, 2014) of 

the urban fringe areas of Gondar city. The above two 

studies overlooked the detail of livelihood impacts 

and particularly the social impact of displaced 

farming households. The impact of urbanization on 

farmer’ sustainable employment, asset and income as 

well as its impact on social network and social bond 

change are not yet assessed so far. Thus, it should be 

investigated further to the changes of livelihood and 

other related effects which would be resulted from 

city extension. Therefore, this study is intended to 

examine the livelihood changes and related effects of 

urban expansion on affected households (AHs) in 

urban edge communities. Hence, the following 

specific objectives were addressed throughout the 

study. 

 To describe the means of livelihood changes 

of urban periphery farmers  

 To describe the sustainable livelihoods of 

urban periphery households  

 To explain the social problems of evicted 

people resulted from city expansion 

 

Scope and Delimitation of the Study 

This research focuses on the livelihood sustainability 

including the change of income and asset, changes on 

social network and social bond of farmers as well as 

any social change which appeared after land 

expropriation. Geographically, the study had bounded 

on newly settlements which are included in Gondar 

city administration namely Kilel Eyesus, Belajig 

Dabirka, Loza Maryam, Derasgie Maryam and Azezo 

T/Haymanot. 

 

Methods of the Study 

Research Design: This cross-sectional study was 

undertaken from primary and secondary sources in 

relevant data collection techniques. The study 

employed both quantitative and qualitative methods. 

In quantitative approach, sample survey was used 

whereas for qualitative approach, key informant 

interview and focus group discussion /FGD/were 

employed. The target population of the research was 

the agricultural rural communities who are found on 

the surrounding of the city. Particularly, the study had 

focused on 1240 AHs due to the expansion of city 

administration. 

 

Data collection methods: Survey method is one of 

the most widely used primary data gathering methods 

in social research, since it enables researchers to 

explore and describe a specific population by 

relaying only in the portion of that population which 

is called sample (Creswell, 2003). Therefore, to 

gather quantitative data, the researcher selected 

sample individuals from study households based on 

stratified random sampling formula explained below. 

The data found at city administration shows there 

were 1240 households who were expropriated their 

farming land.   

 

Consequently, 293 sample individuals (representing 

household) was obtained via the Cochran (1977) 

sample size formula. To this effect, a proportional 

stratified random sampling technique was used from 

the list of households in five expansion communities 

and structured questionnaires were prepared which 

include both close-ended and open-ended questions.  

In addition to the survey questions, the study also 

used key informant interview and focus group 

discussion (FGD) to get more insight about the 

expropriation process and its impact on households. 

Accordingly, ten key informants from AHs and five 

informants from government officials were 

deliberately selected. As well, three FGD (with eight 

members) were purposively organized for discussion 

at Azezo T/Haymanot, Bilajig and Loza Maryam 

where majority of evicted people are found.  

 

Method of Data Analysis: the study employed 

descriptive statistics such as percentage and 

frequencies to analyze categorical data and to 

understand the relationship and associations between 

variables. A statistical package for social sciences 

(SPSS version 20) software program was used for 

analyzing -coded questionnaires. The qualitative data 

was analyzed thematically via organizing and sorting 

the data in categories.  

 

RESULT AND DISCUSSION 

Economic Impacts of Urban Expansion on Land 

evicted peoples 

Reduction of Production and Productivity 

The loss of farmland and the amount of compensation 

money is directly associated with the production and 

productivity of farmers. Those who were having less 

amount of land size and receiving less amount of 

money are more likely declining in their production 

and productivity. The majority of the respondents 

were holding less than one hectare so that they did 

not earn enough money compensation for future 

livelihoods. In addition, a considerable proportion of 

respondents (92.8%) were declining in their annual 

production of crops; 3.9% of respondents were not 

changing in production and only 3.3% are increasing 

by the amount of production. Therefore, the 

expansion of Gondar city is diminishing crop 

production of farmers, which is the most significant 

means of livelihoods, residing in peri urban places. 

 

Loss of Assets of the Land 

Livelihood assets in the context of rural agricultural 

communities of Gondar city include permanent tree 

and fruits such as eucalyptus tree (Baherzaf), acacia 

(Girar) as well as other large and small trees. The 

farming communities of the peri-urban areas 
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depended on the cultivation planted once but the 

production give way from them long last.  The survey 

data shows that many respondents were lost their tree 

asset whilst their farming land was expropriated for 

urban expansion program. Urban expansion affected 

peri-urban farmers getting of income from trees in 

such a way that when number of trees decreased, 

income generated from permanent trees also showed 

decline. One of the key informants was saying that “I 

lost large number of eucalyptus (‘bairzaf’) which was 

not estimated enough by the local government 

committees.” FGD participants also disclosed that 

most farmers were holding enough eucalyptus tree of 

reconstructing one’s own house but it will not by the 

future. 

 

Reduction of Livestock 

Urban expansion had directly or indirectly affected 

the production of livestock of urban surrounding 

communities.  For instance, the loss of farmlands is 

associated to the decline of animal feeding which in 

turn associated with the decrease in number of 

livestock. As far as livestock assets played multiple 

roles in creating wealth, the loss of livestock assets 

could have a contribution for farmers’ vulnerability 

to food insecurity (Muluwork, 2014). It clearly 

indicates how the amount of Farmers’ livestock asset 

was significantly affected by urban expansion. The 

survey result reveals that the percentage of sample 

households whose asset declined such as cattle, 

sheep, got, and other domestic animals was 76.5%, 

86.3.5%, 86.2%, 75% respectively. This implies that 

whenever farmlands taken away for urban expansion 

use, farmers obliged to sell all or minimize the 

number of livestock assets as far as farmlands used 

for farming activities minimized or lost fully due to 

urban expansion.   

 

As FGD discussants stated, there are two significant 

reasons for the reduction of the number of 

households’ livestock after they had been 

expropriated their farming land. On the one hand, the 

loss farmlands for animal fodder which was directly 

related to loss or decrease in number of livestock 

assets at household level. Because of the reduction of 

private and public grazing land which had been 

evicted by the urban administration, peri urban 

households forced to reduce their livestock.  On the 

other hand, the decline in the amount of livestock is 

related to loss of income of households. Evicted 

households sold their cattle for direct consumption of 

the household or for adding the compensated money 

to rent land and engage to in non- agricultural 

activities. In addition, key informants confirmed that 

the water shortage due to the increased consumption 

of newly settled urban communities forced peri- 

urban people to sell their livestock.  For instance, a 

55 years key informant living at Belajig community 

was stated as follows:  

…. I have 8 family members now. I had more 

than 20 cattle (oxen and cows) and 15 sheep 

before the land of our community was 

expropriated. However, after the land taken, 

I forced to sell these my cattle since no free 

space is found for feeding of animals.”[Key 

informants interviewed on 26 of March 

2016] 

 

Therefore, expansion of the town has brought various 

negative consequences on farmer’s assets of livestock 

wealth. According to FGD discussants, there is also a 

direct relation between the decline of crop production 

and reduction of livestock since the remaining part of 

crops is used for animal feeding. For example, they 

stated as: “the forage was accumulated and used for 

animal fodder, which is currently absent, during the 

winter season. Hence, for coping with the problem, 

farmers reduced the number of livestock and involved 

in few animal fatting and milk production. Since, it is 

better to save human labor and is effective.” In net 

shell, all of the types of livelihoods mentioned above 

are directly or indirectly linked to land utilization.  

The common proverbs in the community reflect 

things as Land is all about for the life of farmers such 

as: 

“መ ሬት ዘመ  ዴ ናት መሬት ዘመ ዴ ናት ለዛሬም  ቀለቤ 

ለኋላም  ልብሴ ናት’, and other similar proverb 

‘መሬት  ሳለን ጉርሻችን ብንሞ ት ልብሳችን ናት. The 

proverbs describe land is needed for farmers 

at this world as a food and after death as a 

cloth.”   

 

Livelihood Sustainably After Land Eviction  

Sustainable livelihood can be described as the 

capabilities, assets and activities required for a means 

of living; provides opportunities for the next 

generation (Krantz, 2001:p.1). Farmers’ livelihood 

can be sustainable if the present income and asset that 

they own from agriculture is not declined and ensure 

the needs of the future. But, one of the several 

negative consequences of urban expansion process 

toward the peripheral rural communities was the loss 

of various assets of farmers (Dejene, 2011). 

Disposing farmlands and land assets for 

compensation creates various consequences on the 

living condition of peri-urban people of Gondar city. 

In the same way, this study found that 92.2% and 

91.1% of respondents were faced reduction in total 

asset in annual income respectively. FGD participants 

also agreed that urban expansion towards the 

peripheral agricultural farm lands have made 

significant loss on livelihood assets. They confirmed 

that city expansion is of course negatively affected 

farmers ownership status and found challenged the 

capability for making living among the evicted 

farmers.  

 

Lack of institutional support toward the rehabilitation 

of expropriated farmers, who are only skilled at 
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cultivating land, was mentioned as a factor for 

considerable suffering. One of key informants also 

suggested that “a well-founded rehabilitation 

program ought to recognize the capabilities of those 

displaced and make provision for skills training”. 

According to key informants, the livelihood situation 

had worsened particularly for elders who do not have 

young families to run the compensation and make the 

livelihood sustainable.  

 

 

 
Figure 4.1: respondents spending compensation 

money after land expropriation  

Source: Field survey, 2016  

 

The figure generally described that only 24% of the 

respondent (including those who begin trade, who 

purchase urban house and vehicles) have the 

probability to sustain their land compensation. 

However, the rest of others particularly those 

respondents who consumed directly and putting the 

money at bank (76%) are less likely to have 

sustainable livelihood.  One of key informants in the 

community was described the overall situation of 

evicted households which is summarized in the 

following way. 

 

Most of evicted people in our community are directly 

consuming the compensated money since many 

people are lacking knowledge to manage the money. 

The main reason, however, is low amount of 

compensation they earn which is not enough for 

establishing new business. Besides, if some farmers 

renting land in a very expensive price, the production 

will use for household consumption, no profit will put 

for future renting. Hence, the money served only two 

or three years of renting land. Due to this, it is not 

few numbers of famers who had finished their land 

compensation and engaging in daily labors. [Key 

informant interviewed on April 06, 2016] 

 

From this information one can understand that most 

of evicted households at peri-urban area did not 

invest the money to improve future livelihood. One 

of FGD participants stated that “numerous displaced 

farmers’ spent the money given as compensation for 

the reconstruction of house for residence. Some are 

used the money to rebuild the previous residence 

houses by changing the former grass covered house 

in to tin covered house; others also used the money 

for the construction of at least one additional house”. 

Thus, according to the information collected from the 

focus group discussion, most peri- urban farmers 

were not benefited enough by the money they 

received as land compensation. Therefore, it is 

difficult to say the livelihood of urban fringe people 

is sustainable which can maintain or enhance the 

capabilities and assets that provide opportunities for 

the next generation as stated by Iaquinta (2000).  

 

Social effects of Urban Expansion 

Urban Expansion induced Conflict: The transfer of 

the farmlands to urban land use is increasing time to 

time through land acquisition policies (Leulseged, 

2011). However, this continuous transformation 

causes for enormous conflicts associated with urban 

expansion. The most important sources of conflict are 

found at the borders of the urban and rural or between 

the smallholder and investors land (Teketel, 2015). 

FGD participants raised the three ways of conflict 

which was resulted by the land expropriation for 

urban extension. These are: 

 

Conflict related to resources competition - there 

were a conflict among the newly residents in the 

expanded area and the original farming people. 

Competition for resources like water is one of the 

main reasons for the conflict which is, for example 

quoted as follows.  

 

Water exploitation is the major problem of Loza 

Maryam communities due to increasing water 

demand derived from the city expansion. The problem 

was worsened whilst the rise of water consumption by 

the new comers for the new resident house 

constructions which had previously used for livestock 

drinking and sanitation purposes. Consequently, 

frequent complaint was raised by the previous rural 

residents to the kebele and city administration. Even 

some individuals were directly contested with those 

who watch water. [interviewed on March, 26, 2016] 

 

Family disturbance- the urban expansion program 

also challenged the stability of farming households. 

Some evicted individuals were used the compensated 

money for alcohol drinking which become a cause of 

family disturbance even for divorces. For instance, 

FGD participants stated that “there was a time that a 

husband and wife were entered in to conflict due to 

the extravagance of compensated money which 

finally resulted divorce”. This revealed that the 

consequence of urban expansion may affect farmers 

up to marriage termination. Another cause of family 

disturbance after land expropriation in which most of 

FGD members agreed was the request of young 

members of the household so as to make them 

independent from the family. They request part of 
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land on the remained small size of farming land or 

the division of compensated money. However, 

parents want to invest money via purchasing fixed 

assets for the household. Besides, they doubt that 

youths will not spend the money properly. During 

this time conflict will arise in the household so that 

family disorganization would be resulted from land 

acquisition for urban expansion.  

 

Conflict with neighbors- this was resulted due to 

lack of knowledge and skills to manage compensated 

money. According to key informant in Billajig, 

“people entered in to conflict caused by giving 

compensation money as debt to a neighbor which 

may not return by the time promised to return.”  FGD 

discussants also rose that “since the compensated 

money is explicit to all, frequent request of borrowing 

money is coming from neighbors or other relatives. It 

appears because farmers keep a lot of money in 

hand”. Thus, people will enter in to conflict unless 

they get essential training about managing the 

compensated money and how to invest with it. 

Furthermore, the practice of drinking alcohol is 

greater than ever as result of having compensated 

money from urban expansion. Consequently, this 

condition enhances neighbor disturbance at peri 

urban communities of Gondar city. 

 

Reduction of Social Bond and Social Relations: A 

social bond and relationship networks would be 

changed due to change of means of income and 

residential places (Muluken, 2013).  However, the 

finding of this study indicated that no one was 

displaced from the community due to the land 

eviction which resulted from city expansion. Rather, 

it was observed that those whose residential places 

are evicted by the city expansion are reconstructing 

their house at the remained part of the land within in 

the community.  A key informant at Azezo 

T/Haymanot said that “some households that 

completely disposed their land were given 500m2 for 

the closest area so that they were not displaced from 

their community.” Thus, no change was existed on 

the social relationships and social bonds since 

households did not leave from their origin to another 

community.  FGD discussants pointed out that 

“evicted households, for instance, are continuing 

(they didn’t terminate after being evicted) their 

involvement in religious associations (like Senbete 

and Mehaber1).”  

 

                                                           
1Senbete and mehaber are informal 

associations by the followers of Ethiopian 

Orthodox Tewahdo church in which members pay 
traditional food and drink ceremonies, in 

circulation, at their home or at church and via this 
ceremony they would support beggars and low 

income members. 

On the other hand, social assets like Debbo and 

wonfel, iddir and iqub were somehow changed due to 

land acquisition resulted from urban expansion. As 

FGD participants, social assets that are manifested 

through work cooperatives, like Debayit/Debo and 

Wonfel are reduced in the area. The main reason they 

mentioned for its minimization was that “farmers 

now prefer to engage on a daily labor due to the 

small size of agricultural land or they have not 

farming land to work together as they were doing 

before they lost their land.” This traditional work 

association is reducing while the size of farming land 

is declining due to urban expansion. Hence, evicted 

people spent much of their time in the city engaging 

on daily labor instead of participating with neighbors 

in different social matters.  

 

Seasonal Migration: Members of evicted 

households were forced to migrate to the inside and 

outside of the country due to lack of economical 

alternatives within the community. During FGD 

discussion, participants reported that “there are a lot 

of individuals who lost their farming land are 

migrating to Mettema, Humera and Sudan for 

searching job opportunities.  And, some others 

particularly, female members were migrated to the 

Arab countries.”They further explained that 

individuals prefer seasonal migration because of the 

absence of knowledge to invest by the compensated 

money, low amount of money to work, choice of 

agricultural activities than engaging nonagricultural 

works.  

 

CONCLUSION 

The urban expansion induced displacement has 

negatively affected the marginalized farming 

communities and forced them to loss their land, 

production and livestock and other land assets. The 

study did found little positive aspects of urban 

expansion for the expropriated people. Rather, it 

found that the expansion of urban places has far 

reaching negative consequences on the economy and 

social life of affected communities. Livelihood 

change was mainly determined by size of land, 

amount of compensated money, knowledge, and skill 

of individuals. Due to this reason, most of farmers are 

engaged petty trade activities and daily labors 

resulted from low amount of compensated money and 

lack of awareness for entrepreneurship. However, 

majority of evicted farmers prefer to purchase 

vehicle, build house at the city and “grinding mills” 

to ensure their future livelihood.  The expansion of 

Gondar city also resulted social impacts such as: 

family disturbance, neighbor conflict, educational 

termination, unemployment and migration. 

 

RECOMMENDATIONS  

Majority of evicted farmers want to stay at their 

residence and to continue in agricultural working. 

Therefore, the local government should recognize 
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that urban agriculture will play an important role for 

income generation, employment creation, and finally 

could sustain the livelihood of evicted farmers. To 

this effect, delivery of adequate support services is a 

paramount importance through developing expedient 

local policies. 

 

As a copying mechanism, the farmers want to form 

cooperatives and engaged in to diversified livelihood 

strategies. An integrated work from small scale and 

micro enterprise office and other stakeholders should 

be done in forming cooperative and indicating 

directions of livelihood diversifications. Accordingly, 

the provision of trainings and other capacity building 

services; on how to make urban businesses & how to 

manage these businesses under the smaller and 

micro- entrepreneur institution, is too essential.   

 

The method of land valuation and compensation 

estimation ought to consider current land market 

condition and cost of living.  Therefore, the existing 

land valuation and compensation law need to be 

revised in a manner of current issues. 

 

Whilst design urban expansion program, there should 

also be a plan how to sustain evicted households. 

Hence, the local government needs to be made for 

evicted farming people through creating and 

enlarging job opportunities and access to education 

and services to maintain sustainable economic and 

social environment.    

 

Most importantly, the city municipality should focus 

to promote vertical urban development and wisely 

use of urban land. So that, it can minimize future land 

acquisition that affect farming community and the 

environmental and economic contribution of 

agriculture.  
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