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Abstract

The study investigated the predisposing factors to youth involvement in electoral violence in Lagos metropolis.
The study is significant in that it will help give an insight to solutions to the identified predisposing factors to

youth involvement in electoral violence in Lagos metropolis.

The descriptive survey research design was

employed. A sample of One hundred and fifty male and female youth of Alimosho Local Government Area of
Lagos State, Nigeria who were randomly selected was used for the study. Two hypotheses were formulated to
guide the study. A self- designed questionnaire by the researchers titled- Youth Involvement in Electoral
Violence Questionnaire was used to obtain data. The data obtained were analysed by the use of means response,
t-test and One- Way Analysis of variance. The findings revealed sixteen factors that predispose youths to
electoral violence and that there is no significant difference in the respondents’ perception of predisposing
factors to youth involvement on the basis of gender and educational qualification. Recommendations were made
on how to reduce youth involvement in electoral violence.
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INTRODUCTION

In  contemporary democracies, elections are
acceptable means of electing leaders, an important
process that strengthens democratic institutions and
facilitate peaceful transition of power (Ugiagbe,
2010). However, in Nigeria all elections conducted
since her independence in 1960 have been
characterized by widespread violence, intimidation,
bribery and corruption. Muhammed (2010) reported
that the prevalence of one political violence or the
other has been the mainstay of elections in Nigeria
with youths as the major actors in the theatre of
electoral violence and that such violence have
assumed a serious dimension.

Electoral violence according to the International
Foundation for Electoral System (IFES) is any act or
threat of physical or psychological harm to a person
or damage to property, directed at anyone directly
involved in an electoral process (voters, candidates,
party officers, election workers, election monitors,
journalists, etc.) which may disrupt or attempt to
disrupt any aspect of the electoral process (Fischer,
2002). Electoral violence could therefore be
described as a pre- meditated act that intends to
influence the electoral process using foul language,
verbal intimidation, blackmail, dangerous weapons,
arson and assassination. (Bamfo 2008).

At the receiving end of political violence are human
beings, place or thing or data. Ugiagbe (2010)
submits that acts associated with electoral violence
include physical harm, (homicide, torture, assault),
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threats (physical, verbal, intimidation; destruction of
property), arson, damage from dangerous objects,
forced displacement and ballot box snatching. Usman
(2009) identified five major common grounds of
electoral violence; these are during registration,
during political campaigns, on election Day, when
results are announced, winner takes all syndrome. In
their own study, Onwudiwe & Bernard (2010)
describe the pattern of electoral violence in Nigeria as
intra party feuding, interparty clashes, electoral
events, violence and community unrest while
Ugbaigbe (2010) opines that electoral violence do
manifest in the three electoral stages namely, pre-
election, during election and post election stages. The
objective of electoral violence is to influence the
electoral process with the sole aim to win political
competition or power through violence or subverting
the ends of the electoral and democratic process
through intimidation and disempowerment of
political opponents.

The increased involvement of Nigerian youths in
electoral violence should be of concern to all.
Defining youths has been a little bit controversial,
different authors define it in the context in which the
word-youth is wused. United Nations Children
Education Fund UNICEF (1972) sees youth as those
within age bracket 15-25years Johnson cited in
Abhuere (2000) asserts that while leadership
programmes have no upper age limit, their
membership covers people of over 35-45years old,
for the purpose of this study youth refers to anyone
between the ages of 18 and 45 years.



Several reasons have been given for electoral
violence in Nigeria. Ugbaigbe (2010) is of the view
that poverty, ignorance, unemployment, inequitable
distribution of natural resources, arms proliferation as
well as lack of political will power to prosecute
perpetrators of electoral violence are some of the
major causes of electoral violence in Nigeria.
Gilmore (2007), identified poverty as one of the
causes of electoral violence. Usman (2009) reported
that electoral violence is paid for by godfathers and
politicians. In another report by Onwudiwe and
Berwind (2010), they identified factors that promote
electoral violence in Nigeria to include dissatisfaction
with government performance, competition for
resources, inter and intra group distrust, joblessness
and unscrupulous attitude of politicians with little or
no respect for the rule of law. In another study by
Adeoye & Muhammed (2005) confirm that the
alarming rate of youth violence between 1999 and
2004 arose from problems such as poverty, economic
frustration, resulting especially from widespread of
unemployment among young people, political
conflicts as well government’s failure to punish
perpetrators of violence.

Without any doubt, electoral violence has negative
impact on the individual, family, the polity and the
nation as a whole. Salvetti (2009) opines that
development can not take place where there is no
peace while to Obateru (2008), violence leads to loss
of lives, loss of property and displacement of people.
Electoral violence also impacts negatively on human
development; destroys social relationships, scares
away investors and retards all ramifications of
development in the country (Muhammed 2010).
Ugbaigbe (2010) affirms that electoral violence leads
to political instability, insecurity and a cycle of
violence while Usman (2009) concludes that electoral
violence affects the credibility of the democratic
system, erodes the credibility of the rule of law and
threatens the continued existence of Nigeria as a
nation.

In view of the negative consequences of electoral
violence and the increase in the involvement of youth
it therefore becomes imperative to identify the
various factors that predispose Nigerian youths to
electoral violence.

PURPOSE OF THE STUDY

The purpose of this study is to investigate the pre-
disposing factors of youths in Lagos metropolis to
electoral violence.

SIGNIFICANCE OF THE STUDY

The findings of the study will enable the various tiers
of government in Nigeria to provide solutions to the
identified predisposing factors to youth involvement
in electoral violence. This has become necessary
because of various anti-social behaviours such as
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crime these youth may get involved in when the
electoral process is over.

The findings could also be a framework for
government agencies such as the Ministry of Youth,
Sports and Development, National Orientation
Agency, Independent National Electoral Commission
(INEC) in designing political education programmes
for Nigerian youth.

RESEARCH HYPOTHESES
To guide this research work two null hypotheses were
formulated and tested at0.05 level of significance.

1. There is no significant difference in the
factors that predispose youths in Lagos
metropolis to electoral violence on the basis
of gender

2. There is no significant difference in the

factors that predispose youths in  Lagos
metropolis to electoral violence on the basis
of educational qualification,

RESEARCH METHODOLOGY

The study adopted a descriptive survey method to
obtain data on predisposing factors of youths to
electoral violence in Lagos metropolis. The
population for the study comprises youth resident in
Alimosho Local Government Area of Lagos State.

A sample of One hundred and fifty youth resident in
Alimosho Local Government Area of Lagos State
comprising 90 males and 60 females were randomly
selected for the study.

Instrumentation

A self-designed questionnaire by the researchers
titled “Youths Involvement in Electoral Violence
Questionnaire (YIEVQ)was used to collect data for
the study. It was a 16 —item questionnaire structured
on a 5- point Likert scale. Section A sought
information on the bio data of respondents. Section B
sought information on the predisposing factors of
youths to electoral violence.

Method of Data Collection and Data Analysis

The researchers administered the questionnaire by
themselves. The data collected were analysed by the
use of mean responses, the t-test was used for gender
and electoral violence, while a One- Way Analysis
of Variance was used for educational qualification
and electoral violence . Acceptance point for the
items was made to be 3.50 and above.

RESULTS

Hypothesis One: There is no significant difference in
the factors that predispose youths to electoral
violence in Lagos metropolis on the basis of gender
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Table 1. Mean responses on factors that predispose Table 2: Mean responses on factors that predispose
youths in Lagos metropolis to election violence on youths in Lagos metropolis to electoral violence on

the basis of gender the basis of educational background
SIN ITEMS MALE FEMALE S/no Items No Primary | Secondary | Tertiary
n=90 n=60 Formal n=29 n=71 n=47
1 Illiteracy 3.91 4.48* n=13
2 Unemployment 4.47 3.98* 1 Iliteracy 4.00° 4.07° 4.17*° 4.15*
3 Influence of drugs 4.21 4,12 2 Unemploy 4.00° 4.41*° 4.34° 4.11°
4 Poverty 4.09 4.22 ment
5 Way of getting part of | 4.12 3.90 3 Influence 3.67° 4.24° 4.25° 4.04°
national cake of drugs
6 As tools by politicians 4.11 4.20 4 Poverty 4.67° 3.93° 4.03° 4.40°
7 Lack of information on | 3.88 4.03 5 Way  of | 4.33° 4.10° 4.10° 3.87°
politics getting_ part
8 Lack of transparency 4.20 4.18 of national
9 Lack of self worth 4.03 4.35% cake . . . -
10 Peer group influence 4.11 4.43*% 6 As tools by | 3.00 4.14 4.17 4.19
11 | Exposure to violence in | 4.10 3.92 politicians
the mass media 7 Lack  of | 4.00° 3.76° 4.03° 3.01°
12 | Quality of family life 4.03 4.25 information
13 Proliferation of arms 4.12 5.18* on politics . . . .
14 Ethnic militia 4.29 4.68 8 Lack of | 4.67 4.07 413 4.34
15 | Religious affiliation 3.90 3.90 transparenc
16 Corruption in the body | 4.24 4.28 J < < < <
polity 9 Lack of self | 4.33 3.66 4.30 4.26
> n = n worth
values are significantly different at P< 0.05 0 Peer group | 433° 390° Vg YRTE
. . influence
The results in table one show that all the items on the 11 Exposure to | 3.67° 3.97° 4,03° 4.26°
questionnaire are factors that can predispose youths violence in
to electoral violence in Lagos metropolis as none of :]‘Zdia mass
Fhe mean responses was below _3.50. However, there I Quality of | 467° 7107 1287 3357
is no significant difference in the factors that family life
predispose youths in Lagos Metropolis on the basis of 13 Proliferatio | 4.67° 5.62° 4.23° 4.20°
gender except for items 1,2,9,10 and14which showed n of arms
- P - - 14 Ethnic 5.00° 452° 4.56° 4.19°
that there is a significant difference on the basis of militia
gender. The hypothesis is accepted except for items 15 Religious 233° 21° 3.72° 3.96°
1,2,9,10 and14 affiliation
16 Corruption | 4.33% 4.07% 4.46*° 4.56°
Hypothesis Two: There is no significant difference g(‘)ltl?; body

in the factors that predispose youths in Lagos
metropolis to electoral violence on the basis of
educational background.

® values with different superscript within rows are
significantly different at P< 0.05

Table 3: Tukey HSD showing the direction of
difference in the mean responses on factors that
predispose youths in Lagos metropolis to electoral

The result in table two shows that there is no
significant difference in the factors that predispose
youths to electoral ~violence on the basis of violence on the basis of educational background.

educational qualification in Lagos Metropolis except Thev are used as tools in the hand of politicians
for item 9. A post hoc test using Tukey HSD was TukaB ab P

carried out to show the difference on item 9

educational
The result in table three shows the difference of mean qualification  of B
responses of respondents who have no formal respondents N Subset for alpha = .05
education (3.0) compared to the mean responses of 1 2
respondents who have primary 4.14, secondary 4.1 No formal education 3 3.00
and tertiary 4.19. Primary school 29 4.14
Secondary school 71 4.17
Tertiary 47 4.19
Means for groups in homogeneous subsets are
displayed.
a. Uses Harmonic Mean Sample Size = 9.921.
b. The group sizes are unequal. The harmonic

mean of the group sizes is used. Type | error levels
are not guaranteed.
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DISCUSSION

The result in table one shows that there is no
significant difference in the factors that predispose
youths to electoral violence in Lagos metropolis
except for item 1,2,9, 10 and 14. This implies that
regardless of gender, respondents perceive the factors
from the same point of view. This could be attributed
to the fact that electoral violence is a common
phenomenon and the fact that the youths involved in
electoral violence live within the community. In the
case of the differences, this could be due to the
divergent values respondents attach to issues in the
said item. The finding of the study is in agreement
with that of Usman (2009) who also identified
poverty, illiteracy, desperation of politicians to cling
unto power and that of Adeoye and Mohammed
(2005) who submit that unemployment, poverty as
well as lack of transparency on the part of electoral
body as causes of election violence among the
Nigerian youths.

The result also shows that there is no significant
difference in the factors that predispose youths to
electoral violence on the basis of educational
qualification except for item 9. This implies that the
level of educational attainment has no bearing on
respondents’ perception of factors that can make
youths engage in electoral violence. This can be as a
result of observation over a period of time and the
experience of respondents as regards youths and
electoral violence. This finding is in agreement with
Onwuidiwe & Berwim (2011) who found that
corruption in the body polity, quality of family life,
competition for natural resources as some of the
factors that promote electoral violence. The result is
further supported by the findings of Ugbugbiabe
(2010 who identified proliferation of arms, drug use,
lack of transparency as well as exposure to violence
in the mass media as factors that can predispose
youth to electoral violence.

CONCLUSION
Consequent upon the findings of this study, the

following conclusion was drawn: illiteracy,
unemployment, influence of drugs, sharing of
national cake, youths as tools in the hand of

politicians, lack of information on politics, lack of
transparency, lack of self worth, peer group
influence, exposure to violence in the mass media,
quality of life, proliferation of arms, ethnic militia,
religious affiliation and corruption in the body polity
were predisposing factors of youths involvement in
electoral violence. From the results of the study, there
exist no significant difference in respondents’ opinion
on predisposing factors of youth’s involvement in
electoral violence  except  for illiteracy,
unemployment, lack of self worth , peer group
influence and ethnic militia. Also, there is no
significant difference in the opinion of respondents
on predisposing factors of youth’s involvement in
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electoral violence on the basis of educational
qualification except for item 9 which is about youths
being used as tools in the hands of politicians. These
results have highlighted the predisposing factors of
youth’s involvement in election violence hence the
following recommendations are made.

RECOMMENDATION/COUNSELLING

INTERVENTION

In view of the various forms of electoral violence that

usually accompany elections and the increase in

Nigerian youths’ involvement, it becomes necessary

that counselling intervention should be explored.

Professional counsellors should be involved

in every stage of the electoral process to

provide counsel for all the players in the
election process.

% The government should also endeavour to
establish drug treatment centres and employ
professional counsellors as most youth are
now into drug taking and this can predispose
youths to violence and crime.

% Vocational Guidance should be given a
place of priority as youths these days do not
have the perquisite qualification to be
gainfully employed, hence the temptation
for them to engage in anti-social behavior
such as electoral violence.

K2
o

< Counsellors should conduct lectures,
seminars, workshops for public office
holders on topical issues such as good
leadership skills, creativity, crisis
management, emotional intelligence
skills among others.

% Reorientation programmes should be

organised for youths by counsellors about
values, ethics and morals as the general
decadence in the body polity has caught up
with the youths.
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